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To the Reader. = 


Chriſtian Reader ; 
T* Enſuing Sermons re ſuch for thi ex | 


cellent Matter and Uſefulneſs of thens. 
that they will ſufficiemly commend ny | 
ſelves to the judicious : Jt being of great and 
univerſal Concern to Rational Jrny Inteliigent Bes, 
ings to be dirette1 and helped in Improvement of 
Tire :9 the beſt Advantage. The. Labours of the. 
Reverend Authour for the Clearing and F urthers. 
Ing this in the following Diſconrſes «pon-thes, 
S1. .9je 7 no Letters of Commendationz Me. 
Commend b;mſclif ro the Confciemges 
the Preacitung of th:my of whom 1 pros. 
1 ſal one, and fuch an one who 3s ſenſible 
:2at bis Candle-light will xet- further, nor Cone, 
tr;bute any thing to the Clear and powerful D | 
wont rgticns ans. a 6 vv will. fd; gn, + te 


hae. + 


Ls 


Og—_ — ——— —_— ——_<hU__—_ So 


$oaddet ef os; vs a a FP oy 
©... TotheReader? © 


. Uſejaineſs and Seaſonablenehi 

* J1me., which not only tommends things to us for 
our delightful Uſe Eccleſ. 3. ro. bythe wiſe 
' Over-ruling Providence of God, But Inſtruments 
$ Ido, as freed for Miniſterial work Iſa. 50. 4. 


; Tint great Evil that is moſt provoking to God 
| among 4 profeſling People ( eſpecially ſincere 
+ Chriſtians ) even the roo-evil whence all other do 
 Sfſme is that which Chriſt charges apon the Church 
: of Epheſus Rev. 2. 5. the want of firſt-Love. 
y trut Converts Haut not a defett of a principle 
of Love, which may diſting «iſh them from the moſt 
fpecioxs Hyporrites; yet may not be ſo warm 
and fervent as inthtir ſirft union to Chriſt, and 
Communion with God in their Pardon and Holi- 
zeſs.. This is more offenive ro Jeſus Chriſt in 
true Saints than tie often out-breakings of thoſe 
thet ave profane ſinners, and for which he threat- 
e&#s Removing the Candleftick if his Warring 
Advice be not attended . 
 - Whet can be more ſuitable then ft 
whoſe Tendency is to further us in our 
ith the mind of Chriſt to ſuch « peopl 
- our _— is ſo like, ron over ovo ſimi- 
$- s, 
2; To put win ind whente wo are fallen » 
THz, e 


my Efteem of 


"to oxy preſent 


ou 


' flour Perajel of them. Ter Hh to fay 


ir is Communion with God in his inanddy: © 
; that makes Time there ſo valuable above all othes 
x. Pet. 3. 8. This one thing 5s that che A 
world not have us ignorant of viz. that one "oY 
withGod is asa Thouſand years, & a 1000 
as one day : Jt is true there he Speaks of Gods 
Erernity which is not meaſured by Time, nor it 
any Time conſiderable with it ; yet it way- be iatt- 
| proved with reſpe ro Believers being with God, 
here ts ſuch an immenſe and univerſal good that we 
have. more true ſo:!-pleaſure with Ged bimelf |} 
| iz an Hour, than if we bad the quinteſſence of i 
; Created Good all our Dayes, theremn we are _ | 
I it is our Heaven u Farth .. Bu 
OO be Ordinary dayes = xnder common 
Efteem with us, that we go not to bis Houſe 10 
enjoy God as our Exceeding Joy, we bave loft. our 
Communion with God ( ani ſo far our Happineſs.) 
that we are ncrein like other men .- | 


2, If this were pradtically remembered, it __ 
have itgallyfiuence to promove our Repent ance in bt« 
ay gpoſe firs end rhat bitterly that have * 
SF Bcloved to with-draw. ' It iu not that , 
nances are tot as precions in themſelves. : 
| as they h:ve been to 13 ard ocler Saints, nor is 
| ie that thy aic not 45 ſuitable weanes tg 
| thoſe Bleſiags, rer.1s it want of tindreſs ard love 
in-God nd eſcc —_ who have the ſame de- 


4 light - 
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To the Reader: 


ailight in and deſire of Communion with Believers; & 
_- the deſign of his Grace in us, and his Ordin. , »* 
ances tO ws 3s that he might enjoy us , but aur J% 
garnally-ſecure Hearts jn with-drawing from him 
have provoked him to with-draw from us Cant. . 

« 2,6. It _—_ in orr low eſteem of Chriſt & 
his Fellowſbip, bemoan it heartily and labour tg , 

recover it , | 


If this be alſo attended with ſuitable Reforms | 
ation ir: a diligent Frequenting the HOUSE of . 
God, ard preſſing after Fellowſhip with the Father | 
and the Son ( the great deſign of Orainances ) 
and that we will not ks ſatished without Him , 
then ſhall we again have our beſt dayes returned 
zo us. All theſe maybe furthcrcd by our diligent ' 4 


Peruſal of the Sermons here preſented us, chat 
ſbew what the benefit is that Saints do experience 
#n Ordinances ſo improved . " Tur 
That it may be accompanied to thee in reading | hat 
with the gracious preſence of the Holy Spirit that | anc 
breathed m its Delivery, for ends foregmentioned, | am 
that ſo the joy of his S:l.1tion may bg reſtored, thi 
and Houſe of God continred to us, 1; 1 eu 
Prayer, to which I defire thy AZJEN, mW 41 | He! 


thy ſoul's wellewiſhcy 
Mp1 JAMES ALLEN. | felt 


For a day in thy Courts is better than @ f 
Thotſana ; << 


| 1 Fter the many Anxious Enquiries and 
Debates about the Summum Bonum , 

or Chiefeſt Good of the rational Crea- 

; ture, in more Ancient and darker Times; It 
hath been at length, by Him that brought Life 
and Immortality co light, clearly evinced, and 
among Chriſtians put beyond diſpute, that 
this 15 life eternal to low thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, Jon. 17. 3: 
Hence in all Ages thoſe with whom this Doc- 
trine hath efteQuz)l; obtained, have held them- 
ſelves obliged highly to prize, and conſciegti- 
ouſly, conitantly and carefully to attend upon 
al thole waies that _ been a” to 
| CJ 
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wards the Houſe of Gvd has been look'd at as a 


' thereof, or Slightineſs and Indifferefiey 


them by the Stamp of Divine Inſtitution, 2s 


meanes of growing in the knowledge of, or get-|- 


ting, maintaining, and encreaſing their Com- 
munion wh this God in Chriſt, whom they do 
value as their Happineſs. And for this v 

reaſon it is that all pious ſouls have ever had ſo 


' venerable an Eſteem of the Houſe of God, and 


the Ordinances or Inſtituted Worſhip thereof , 
as wayes and Meanes appointed unto the End 
ropoſed: which by therr Encomiums of , Joy- 
Filnef in, and Thankfulneſs for while they 
have had the liberty of enjoying the ſame, to- 
gether with vehement Pantings, and inſatiable 
ngings-after ( when bereaved of them: ) they 
have plentifully diſcovered . Infomuch that 
true Love, and hearty unfeigned Devotion 10- 


Mark of Sincerity where it hath been found . 
Thus Datid- when making his appeal to God 


-about his Integrity Pſal. 26. 8. brings this for 
one Argument, viz. his Leve to the habitation| 


of His Houſe, and place where kis Hoxour dwells. 
And on the other hand the decay of love to 
God's Houſe appearing eitherin a tegal neglet 


about., among the Profcfſors of Religion hath 


been accounted a ſad Symptome of the decay| 10a 


of the power of Godlinefs, a ſign of greatDe-1 2 
generacy, ard an Introduttion of Apoſtacy ; wu 
«= Wi 


as allo an awiyl Prognoſtick of great Judge 


Mggts 


Had. edt. 


the 
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|. Judgments, if not ruinatzng Mfarnity wnſlabeg 

on ſuch a People. Tins zT gne of the mo 
bitter provocations of the Lord's Sons and 
Daughters when they have loſt their AﬀeCtion 
to their Fathers houſe, and either care not to 
come there. or if they do, it is with ſuch cold- . 
neſs. formality and Slightineſs, and with ſo 
little heart and hungring after Fellowſhip with 
Himſelf there, that he accounts himſelf rather 
Mock'd than honour'd by ſuch Spiritleſs and 
Truthleſs Performances. this kindles ſuch .a 
fire in his Anger that nothing but the bloud of 
Chriſt in a way of unfeigned Repentance and 
Reformation can put out. , 

If I miſtake not in mipe Obſervation there 
ſeems to be a great falling ſhort in that Love 
4 and Zeal for the Worſhip of God , and =. 
4] Labour and Frequency of waiting upon Him hes. 
ri his Houſe, both on Sabbath dayes an LEQENY 'S 
" i 
L 
o 


oz. 9 — = 
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\ dayes, that hath been formerly obſerv 5 of 
| thoſe that have profeſſed Chriſtianlipin Truth. 
ol] Men do not make ſo great, Momentous 
2+] and Neceſſary a bulineſs thereof, 88 heretofore. 
--| A dangerous condition | both as it intimates a 
hl Decay in the very Vitals of Religion, and as.it 
yl Makes way for God's Anger to come upon ſuch _.. 
>.| a degenerate Generation. © MY 
"Dur Fathers have told us how precious thy- 
Wigs, of God was in their dayes, and proved 


their high Eſteem thereof by the paines they 
:- B 2 were 


wc CT  — -_ 


IS 


were wont to #1 travelling many a mile to 
a Sermon in thefe bywn Land ; as alſo by their 
Leaving A/ to follow the Lord ſome Thou- 
ſands of Miles into a Wilderneſs, that they | 
mizht freely Enjoy the liberties of his Houſe, 
and obrain Communion with Him there. | 

With what an ill face then it does look, that] | 
' we ſhould flagg in our AﬀeCtions ro, and = | 
Cold in our Attendance oz thoſe high and vay 
Juable enjoyments that our Fathers purchaſed | 
at ſo dear a Rate, I leave to the ſad and = | 


Conlideration of all thinking Chriſtians. Sun 
able LeCturcs round about us quitef 
gaid down ! And ſome who keep up Lecturey | 
( elpecially in Country-Towns, where the Ar-| 1 
uments of a Market and other ſecular Bufin 
o not indnce People to afford their Attend 
ance ) are ready to think whether they wer 
' not better lay them down alſo than preach t 
bare walls, or at leaſt to ſuch thinn Congre 
gartions- | * 
My Aym in chooſing this Text, at this "Time, 
and in this Place of general Reſort i$t6 
my Teſtimony againſt this growing and dange 
rous Evil, and to endeavour the reviveing 
the firſt Love and ancient Aﬀection to t 
Hoſe and Iord of Ged, as not knowing wher 
in I may do better ſervice for our God, and fi 
the Pecplc of our Ged, than by raifing the R 
pviaron «f the Horſe of God among us.  * 
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| And the words read furniſh me with a ſuit- 
e to able Adedinm unto ſuch an end, taken from the 
heir | Topick of Gain and Profit that will redound 
hou- unto the behoof of them that are ſerious there- 
they in. An Argument which if it be Demonſtra- 
uſe,; tively urged, and God ſhall pleaſe to ſer i 

therewith, we ſhall not need doubt of ſome 
that} good Succeſs. Gain ſmells ſweet in moſt mens: 
row| Noſtrils. He that baits his hook with Profit, * 
| vas may expect not to toyl in vain, provided it be 
aſed] underſtood and realized. So ſweet and allure-_ 
= ing a ſound does Gain make, that he who can 


5un-| herp well upon that ſtring may hope for an at- 
uitef tentive Auditory- Therefore doth the Lord . 
urey\ bait the net of his Goſpel which he lets down 
Ar-) in his Houſe with a promiſe of a gre Re- 
neſJ ward nnto all that ſhall be drawn thereinta, 
end4 Would men be convinced that there is no way 
verq of ſpending Time ſo much to advantage as in 
h to the Houſe of God, it is to be hoped that the 
end would be anſwered. When matter of 
Gain was diſcourſed by Demctrias and the 
; Craftsmen on the one hand, and Danger of. 
Loſing their Religion ( tho' indeed it was no 


it drew the whole City together, -and made 
them continue for two houres Fr e. in one 
conſtant Cry to proclaim their Devotion t0- 
ward Diana of the Epheſians. Mee-thinks the 
greater Gain to be gotten by waiting on God 

B 3 "In 


Religion ) on the other hand (_44@#. 19.. 34-) | 


Mragy, (70 eG 
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* - In his Houſe, with the danger of loſing our 


Religion ( which by the neglect of that duty is 
eminently endangered, ) ſhould have a greater 
Influence, and oblige us to attendance, and 
that with all Seriouſneſs and Joyfulneſs. Why 
ſhould not the whole City come together, and 
ſpend the two hours allotted for this Exerciſe 
in the Worſhip of the true God, with as great 
readineſs and as little wearinels as they did in 
the ſervice of an Idol ? 


4 _ * - There needs not much to be faid to the Con- 
Text in order to the clearing of the Text. 


Briefly, the Pſalm ſeems plainly to have a Re- 
ference to ſome Time wherein the P/almift 
was deprived of the Liberties of Gods Houſe, 
which he looks at as a ſore Affliftion, an does 
very Pathetically and feelingly bewail the ſame, 
adding vehement Soul-longings, even unto 
fainting, with reiterated and ſundry wayes en- 


forced Supplications that he might be repolleſs'd 


of thoſe ( at preſeat loſt ). Priviledges . 


Take the Text as related to the Context and 


It Contains one Reaſon of the above-mention- 


ed Longings and Cryings after the Houſe of 
God, wiz. becauſe he ſay it to be a place far 


more for his advantage to dwell in, it was by 
many degrees better being there than elſwhere, 


And there to be where ir is bclt to be, , ſhonld | 


be every mans deſire . 


Taks the words ſep:ratly conſidered in thend 
| v8 
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n the Courts of God's Houſe, and elſw 

d the preference is given to a day th 
and that by the difterence of a Thouſand to 
One . 

A Day in thy Courts is better than a Thouſand, | 
Or it may be read A Day «pod in thy Courts 
above a Thouſand. The Comparative degree 
[_ better ] being ſo rendered good before. Or 
I know not why it may not be as well read [ 
good day in thy Courts is before a Thouſand. 


nd they are a compariſon between a Da 5 | 


. [The Houſe of Ged is a good place, and all our 


dayes there are good dates in «themſelves, and 
its our own fault if they be not ſo to us. 
.But I ſhall not Criticiſe upon it, the ſenſe 
comes all to one . | FR 
A day 7] and by like reafon a part of a day 


when we ſpend not the whole day there; there 


being no Neceſlity of taking [ Day J here for 
a day in propriety of ſpeech, either natural or 
Artificial : But it may intend any part or por- 


for that Imployment - 
" in thy Comts) A Court is a place or 
ſpace of Ground, more peculiarly im iated 


Common, and through which we have admit- 

ce to the Houſe. Take it as referring and 
belanging to rhe Temple, and then it intends 
"48 B 4 ' tha 


tion of Time, leſs or more thart is appointed * 


and*batonging to the uſe of an Houſe, fequeſt- 
4<d or. diſtinguiſhed from that which lies in 
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[5 - the pe-ple t come to worſhip God; and to 
F- hea bis Word read. and expounded, :ind ſo 
4p" by a Meraxymie may be put for the 
& W there pErformed, and the Fellowſhip 
F 1 God the obtained. - So that when D«- 


ſpeaks of his gu” s for God's Courts, and 
v Hi ire, 


intends to intimate 


_ Worſhip of his Houſe, from which he was now 
' * baniſhed. And as their Temple-Worſhip was 
_ a Type of our Goſpel Worſhip So to us it may 
, > ( and we may improve the whole Pſalm 
& - to teach us ) the worth and glory of the Wox- 
F TOS ans, how it is 20 be vg 
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to ſhew that there is a Vaſt and Inexpreſſible 
k - - Difference between them, 'and that the Prefer- 
ence is by many degreesto be given.to the 
' Houſe of God : and that there is no Compari- 
{- ſon between ſpending of time there and-eMe- 
& where. He inſtanceth in a Thonſand, and. 
; yet tells us that does not reach it, for one day. 
{ . there beter than a Thouſand, and if you ſhould 
| Add a Thouſand more, it would ftill hold 
* true. 
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The Words then contain this Dogiinl 
to f Concluſion , v2. FT 
1e Dot. That it © anexceeth Pr way '] 
Þ | of ſpending Time, to ſpend i it in 6 Pabligue Woe : 
= | ſhip of Godin bis Houſe.” | 2 


The beſt way by a _; to one of im« 
prong Time, is to Improve it in the way 6 F-: 
ublique Inſtituted worſhip. There is morg&? 
than a Thouſand to one difference p57 
Time ſpent in God's Houſe, and ſpent any + ; 
whereelſe. Excellent is the adyant eat 
we may make of Time by uſing it is hs 
lick Worſhip of God, «above any other; Way . , 
imaginable. | x 
Time is one of the rareſt Jewels and molt ; 
precious Talents, with which the Lord is be» | 
truſting us in this World, our Felice . 
here and hereafter depending upon the # 
roving of it, and man's Miſery arifing frem';. 
nce, becauſe he does not know his " 
Then of excellent uſe muſt 'this Tr ah pee ds - 
| ws woo. tells us how to huſband our Þ br 
beſt manner, fo as to make it tz vo oe De 
| nt, They. that have' bur littte Tine Je þ: 5 
= Mynire how they ſhall doe- to 7 ke the | 
moſt of it, why the Dottrine prey a chat” ; 


Enquiry, Spend as much of igas*foWaan* 
Epc to Houſe of God, Vilit God at;an Houle : 
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* oft as you may, Loſe no opportunity of being . i 
-/ with God there; Nothing will be ſo beneficial SP 
' to you-as your ſo doing. £2 
+ And the Doctripe ſpeaks of Publick Wor- wi] 
* ſhip in God's Hduſe, for'it is that which the | ? 
Text and Context intend. th 
-- For the praof ofthis Aſſertion, there needs |. 
; the leſs to be ſaid, becauſe it is ſo plainly and | 
pPolitively affirmed in the Text, being Com- | 
þ mended to our belief not only by the Teſtimo- | 
ny of David, ( a man ſo able to judge of the 
> worth of a day in God's Houſe, unto which both 
- by the Enjoyment. and Want thereof he had 
2* been advantaged, ) but alſo coming to us with 
-* -the ſtamp of Divine Authority upon it. The 
& Spirit of God in David gives this Price of a Day 
in Gods Houſe, and therefore we may take it 
ſo, and be aſſured it is not overprized. 
Yet becauſe it is fo little practically believed 
It may;yot be amiſs to ſpend ſome Time in the 
Demonſtrating thereof . 
: Now the Text ſaith that 4 day ſpent in the 
Houſe of God, # better than a Thouſand  dayes , 
it doth not ſay where, or how ſpent, but leaves 
it indefinitely, and may be underſtood of ſo 
many dayes ſpent any where elſe that we may 
amagine ; and we ſhall find that Time ſpent 
in the Hcuſe of God is better than any other, 
EN any thareſire Weſtrate. agd yeove th 
ave may tnerelore iluutrate an Ve LMS. 
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CID18 
Bo by confining the vellens _ of 
Spending Time, and comparing the advantage 
—_ by being in the Houſe ;?” God, aboye” 7 
what is to be gotten otherwhere, the difference ?! 
will appear, and the Preference be found where. 
the rine places it. ; 
Time is ſpent either in Idleneſs .or Aftion, '* 
in doing Nothing ( if at leaſt it be poſſible for a* - : 
man at any time not to doe ſomething, as in 8 
ſenſe it is ) or Soncthirg. 
1. Then, To ſpend Time in the Houſe of God 
% a Thenſand times better than to ſpend ut m Idle- 
neſs ; For of Idleneſs comes no goodneſs. In 
al! Labour there 1s profit, but the talk of "x bee 
' rendeth only to Poverty. Prov. 14. 23. And] 
fear many an hour that ſhould be ſpent in'God's 
Houſe is ſpent ſo. He, that is doing nothing, +. 
is getting nothing; for of _ Comes nothing, | 


If Conſcience tell thee thou haſt Þ 
Idle in the Market place, or doin 
thine own houſe or clſe-where, hadit's 

Thouſand times better been at a Sermon, fas: - 
there thou might'ſt have done & wktiten for! 
thing. A day in the Houſe of God how 
ſand times better than doing ( and fo' $JERRY + 
nothing, there being no Compariſon between”. | 

mating and nothing. Tt9 alfo it is wotlln. 
than ſo, becauſe it is a ſin to be Idle, Yea a... 


Emoſt pernicious and ruinating evi 
: 
As. 


—_ ds 6. 


; hich expoſes men to Tentation, and is the.- | . 
7 occaſion of any thing that is ſinful. 1dleneſs | b 
[: Mgr ave of the fins of Sodom ( Ezek. 16. 4%) 


op Fg 
* . 2 If men are doing ſomething and mt utter- 
. b wy yet if not an Raruny) Jo; a Thouſand 
« Fimes better to be'in the Houſe of God. They 
' may not be Sleeping, ldleing, Sitting ſtill, but 
* Yery buſie, and yet if not a doing good, but e- 
#., Vil, the dreadful wages that will ſurely be paid 
+ | to ſuch in the iſſue, will plentifully evince this 
> Trath. Every ſinner ſhall one day ſay, / have 
.4 fſorned and perverted that which was right, and it 
3 profited me not. Job. 33. 27- Sin may be ſweet 
* 18 the committing, but bitterneſs in the end . 
2 pen. waters are ſweet, ---=== but --= the dead 
are there, ( Prov. 9. wlt. ) Is not much of 
Ine which is by ſome ſpent in the Houſe 
God to their great Advantage, by others 
| elſe-where _— in Drinking, Carrouſing, 
 , Gameing, in Riotting and Drunkenneſs, in 
4 bering and Wantonneſs? And what pro- 
At will you find in theſe things when your ac- 
- Wynt comes to be made up ? The Apoſtle 
ter they were cn- 


regtrrt Appeal to them a 
ings a | ſanCtified, ( and fo beſt able to 


* 
* CS... as av. Sos i Sn 
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judge Kom. 6. 20, 21.) What fruit bad yee 
while ſervants of Sin? what wages for yaur. | _ 
ſervice ? Shame and, Death being the end of. | +, 
. * thoſe waies: Then you had a Thouſand times' | : 


= "5 WW Ar Tr 6 


= 
| \better been in the Houſe of God, ſeeking 6 


ry and 
"ny Time as in God's Houſe wy oi 
ſpent about any ſecular Buſineſs. or Worldly: 
cerns, It's Lawful, yea a Duty tohe.di 
in your, particular Callings, God. ha 


our Bread, and enjoyned us fix 
. bour and doe all that we have to.dop.. * 
hath promiſed us if we acknowledgt: 
our waies , to direct our pathes, to f 
' whitherſoever we turn our ſelves, to þ 
Labour in the Houſe ang Field &c: In al "f 
our Labour there is Profit, but 76. 1, 
' Profit or gain as is to be had in the H 
God. Let men be in their Fe 
Orchards, in their Shops & War 
them be Labouring, Merchagdi ing 
and have never ſo many a6rantages Þ | 
them to ger by their Commodities, | 
buy and ſell and get gain, and as muct 
as they would propoſe to themſelves, or 
wiſh ; yet ſtill one 'day in Go&s Youſe 
| ter than a Thouſand thus im 
gives greater wages for working in} 
' than can be gotten with all, our p 
© Contrivance £ OUT OWN. arms; 


if worldly Cares and -Buf 
Thorns to Choak the Word, to « 


Uge + 
manded us in the ſweat of our r bro I'S £ , 
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I may add, that Time © better ſpent-jn 


"way; Nyr can one ſpend that Time lawfully , 
F much [> profitably in private devotions, which i 
" appointed for publick, Worſhip, if God gives him an 
": opportunity of enjoying it. : 
, +. Going to the Houſe of God with the Com- 
? pany that keep Holy day, is far more eligible 
- , & profitahle then tarrying at home tho' a man 
' ſhould read a better Sermon in his own Houſe 
"© than he may hear in God's Houſe. Doubtleſs 
_ F "David had his waics of ſecret Communion with 
| God while in the Wilderneſs, but he was fo 
' far from being ſatisfied therewithal, that thoſe 
| © Taſts he had there ſerved only to increaſe his 
| - Hungerings, pantings, breathings after 5 SanCt- 
| wary, and fceing ihe Glory of God in the 
{* beauty of Holineſs, which he had ſeen there. 
| And that js indeed one principal uſe of pri- 
vate Dovstions, to prepare us for, 'and it 
wWealy our delirzs fir Publique Ordinances 


: 
| and 


:, God's Houſe, than in Religions duties in 4 private” 


Y 
Is 
ut 


*» »w * th. oo ©® 0G | — i 


calbllthlrama om no —__ — « ues We. AW... _ wen 


injurious to our ſelves. os LM 
| See Gurnal 2 Hon J 
Fot the further prove- 4a? 70 piricnel * 


- things to be ſeen and enjoyed that are-« Thimuſahd 


c Where, --—---- Therefore one day thei & better 
than a Thouſand. - ..'? "ONT 510 | 
-ad -O 
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£7 (13) 5 
and Fellowſhip with God in them. To take ; 
up with them in the Negle@ of the other, * 
is croſle to one of their main ends, and. vely. 


ing of this Dodtrine, 1 -4r-0wr. pre 2. fg. 3. } 
ſhal givetheſe2 reaſons _ 
Real. 1. Becauſe there are @ Thouſand times : 
better things to be gotten in the __— God than” 
el ſ-where ;, 'and therefore a Day there, is better? 
a Thouſand. | | . 
Reaſ. 2. Becauſe the attending on God in bis | 
Houſe, is the only ſure way to get not thoſe . 
things ſo much better in value, but even thoſe other 5; 
things alſo ever and above, for the gerting of whinh 7; 
etted. oo; 

- the 


#he Houſe of God is too frequently negl 
If theſe two Things be demo | 
DoCQtrine will be abundantly evinced. "* 
The former Reaſon or Argument may be 
thus framed. OY 
That place where there are things to be ſeen and * 
Enjoyed that are & Thouſand times better t _ : 
to be had elſe where, is the place in which to | 
one day 6s better than a Thouſand, 
'But the Houſe of God is the place wheve- 


«> 


times beter than thoſe that are to be-had elſs- 


| (16) 
- + Of the former. 
þ”. Here be the beſt things to be ſeen and gotten; 
I Pleaſures, Honour are the Idols that 
the world wonders after, that they ſacrifice 
þ their Time, Strength and ſpirits unto : Now 
that wikh 1s true Profit or Gain, real Honour, 
E yr une Pleaſure is here, and here only to 
| * Here are true Riches, the Jewel of ineſtima- ſing 
+ ble value, -which he that gets, gets more than {| 
+ -the whole world is worth, and this Pearl is ft 
| hid in the Field of the Goſpel, incloſed within 
. the Pate of the Courts of Gods Houſe. The 
2 uct of the Toyl and travel of many a day, 
»* . is only, a little earth. let'a man ſearch up 
.-*. and down the world, Compaſs Sea and Land, 
' Ranſack the Bowels of the Earth for the hid- 
 .Cen Treaſures that are there, Tire out himſelf [pare 
f in the Myltitude of his way, Waſte away his [2. 1 
+ - Time, and wear away his ſtrength, riſe up [lay « 
' early and foto bed lare and eat the bread of [inoſl 
Carefuineſs, and when all is done, what hath ther 
' he gained ? why a very ſmall portion, a ppor [the | 
| - , Pitcance, that which is ſo far from deſervi 
| the Name of profit that it is a meer vanity and [or 
+ . vexation of ſpirit. Solomon look'd upon his | A 
; Houſes, Lands, Gardens, Orchards, Men-ſer- [like 
* rants, and Maid-ſervants, with whatever elſe | The 
. -. ie had ſpent ſo much time about in the. world, | ſhip 
ang finds that there was 10 profir awder the "_ the 


td 


but in this Market is that r rc Com 
had which he is a wiſe exchant ho al | 
| Fall that he has to purchaſe. . It is the th beope of | 
 [Chrilt ( Prov: 8. ) to prevail w men to h 
| [ken to his voice, come to _—_— 0 


y at his Poſts, that being inſtry 
they might be followers of hum Now r= 5 


[ing their worldly Buſineſs, Far 
dize &c He therefore obviates ; that 


ets them know FT his Revenue png ig Frere 
was better than choice Silver or fine Gold, that 
all the wealth of the world was not to be com- 
[pared therewith. ver. 10, 11, i2. with Ch, 

2. 135 14, 15: It is Rational that men 
lay out their mony where they may have the 
inoſt ſuitable Commodities & beſt Peniworths, 
then come to me ( ſaith Chriſt ) to my Hoyſe, 
the Goſpel-marker, hear and your fouls ſhall 
_ do not lay -— your monry for that which is 

read Iſa. 55. 1, 2, &c: 

"ks for pleatare and Delights there are none 
Iitke thoſe that are to be had in God's Houſe. 
There is more Sweetneſs in one hour's Fellow- 
ſhip with God in his Houſe than in all 
the. pleaſures of ſin for a whole Life-time. 
See what plentiful OY the Lord makes 


| (IB) , 
kiakis tid invites us to there 7a. 49. 6: 
| at "ard marrowen thing s and wine "pon the tees; 
© Cook dreſſes ſuck meat, fo Tavern ſells YF*! 
Arink. The Lord in his Houſe makes ſeh -» 
of 


viſion as abundattly excteds wht is to be 
9d 'in any other, and thoſe 'that feriodſly |* 

ittentt thefe, do find abundzne fatisfaction (5 

therein. 'Pſ#l. 35. $.---- And as for matter ele 

of Honour, note like that which God puts |? 

. #pon tem who hofour him, as all diligettt con< ple 

fcientions* waiters iipon him in his Horſe emi. 

ently ds. It 15 ther glory to come hear Hirk = 

fetch his Glory, and there ( as in the 

Sotitext vey. 17.) he gives glory and thit is |* 

true Hororr indzed. Ir is the Hotiour and 

Gloty of Angels to be waiting upoti God ih His 

apper Blouſe of Glory, &'of Aer to wait nporf 

n in Mis" lower 'houfe cf the viſible Church, 

bere'we' may both fee, fpeak of and partake 

M his Gtvty; To'be admitted unto near ap- 

proaches to'God in his Honfe is a grenter Ho- 

 govr &aitgitty than to bv admitted ro ſtand be- |''* 

bre'& converſe with the freareft Porentares upon |**. 

" Exh” Tftact; accotur themfelvs'rruch honour'd 

by the Conipany of Zreat rhett, much more Ho- [3 
7t is tobe in the Chmptry and dwell in the 

Merſt of the Oreat God. =_. 0 

- Ant that which conffnents the good things V* 
6f God's Foaf? to b. bore all orher, Is rhat 

Hoy ah Hoa Blige, ou-prgSt, ful-ples- 


| Y = >——— — —þ/ 


= —} . a... te pa—ores 
| + Yb. | 

" | pleaſure &c. Now 2s much as the Soul is bets 
+ ter than all the wottd, ſo much does foul-pro- 


the 


7 


| wotldly profit of pleaſute in their own 5 
buc while mea are carnal ſenſyal 8nd bruitiſhy 
ming only their bodies, and thoſe things 
that do concern their bodies, this Argument 


g [At do concern theit | | | 
5 | ill tieither be cnderſtood by theta nor be pre 
[teh thn _ FW. 

#h prey the Father of ſpirits, the G t 
$ a G1 Puts, me '& pact 
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Sativfying the. iingerings and ——_ 
Foul, ſtrengthening vs with ftrength inoue| peo; 
Soul, commumion with the dearly - betoved: off that 
our ſouls, 2nd: making our ſonls to fejoyce int 
Him, the univerſal profperity of our fouls, and |that 
Salvation of onr ſouls at haſt, alt which good j19- 
things are to be .attaincd in God's - Houſe, areſ[Hea 
Beſt of ial blciſings and conſequently |Hou 
ae” attending on God there the moſt profita« Pins 
|» and delightful of all duties, and by many | 
Thouſand deerces cligibic before all other Im-jand 
plopment whatſoever. ding 
| _ Mere particelarly theſe that follow are fome [all ſ 
Thoſe things to be gotten in the Houſe of [way 
a0d that are a TFhouiand times better thai J<om 
' Thar are to bc had elſe where. e. g. and 
1s Hereis.the word of God, the powerful [foul 
' enlighteniggy; converting, fanRifying, ſaving [You 
warg of God: to be heard, and the efficacy pen 
of / it to be felt. and experienced, the Word [Lore 
hed which is the wiſdomc. of God and the [WOT] 
1 Fawe? of Goa to f1lvation, Rom, f- 16. 1. Cer. J2pOl 
1- 18. 24»; Flis Word by which blind cies ea] 
© enlightened, deat c2r5 opened, dead fouls YOu: 
| _———” gaigkeved 23 {0 
w—] 
k | 


A ea 4 PC oats + aa wa 


Flckned, unconverted ones .conxerted, - 
evers broy ; 


[43- Dayes of being in _thetigtie: 
ayes of power, ja which Ged. is woot by hls 
ord to. ſpeak to the Hearty of poor needy . 


Houſe of God, and laies jt ;aofer- the 'drope 
Pings of God's Word there, he: by fo: doing 
aies himſelf in the .way of Light» and- Life , 


and there God meet with you ang bring yaue 
ſouls within the Net of the Gpſpel-and favs ' 
you, then you will ſay it was the beſt way of 
pending Time that ever you met with- If the 
Lord ſhall pleaſe to draw you off, from your 

e [worldly Occaſions and allure you jnto his Houſe * 
. [upon a Lefture-day, and there ſpeak tp your 

« [Heaxts, and by his Spirit work-ypor you for 
$([your fouls everlaſting Good, you will then be 
d |-+ je many liying oy BE of the TEOOEN 

- this. * 


no 7 US Fo» 


| _ n . ns re ee A" 


this DofFrine, you will have the Witneſs it 
r ſelves and be able to {et Your ſeals to th heya 


015 Be we Gp et 

you will mett with 'elſe where. _ ; rye 

rt ;'for the pho 

gyood- ( falſly cle] b many we oy oogy \ 

Whereas that which # bn] traly-and + | c 
ed Od fuveſin. "Here God'F Þ 


onde: p with Gadl hor 
"\Its 5 


PE 


Wh 
Ip 2 
S 
7D 
Hts 


fs here to be enjoyed.” 
a7 be ſeen ms 'converſed with elf] wor 
' not in; that manner and meafure 8, 
aol rn 2 by thoſe' that may, 
him hers . * They 'havg f 
in the San{tuary Pal. 68.24. he 
hy fjphr of that <a which 
deffred P/al. 27. 4. is free for vi on 
This is reronbs a Place of drawing neary do 
' and if you engage'your hearts to raw thi 
to him there, he will there 'meet you and by 


bY 


[yr 


a; 
&8 


on Exod: 20. 24. Now if you can a 7 
ſo well in the Houſe of God as to get a light © 

Him, a good look from him, 'you will decount Þr 
that Time ſpent imto unparallerd Advantage .Þ yr 
The beholding of Go@'s Beauty (pc S 
Yu other van» ties 2s top many | 


ought 
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hither,. and. yilltbg an hearts «© 
al phe, and 6ght > 3p HY "4 


| the TERED 


een in bis H 


E are here to be LIM 

| ing upon 2 pqor Creature an 
+: a Fs Gounteuance over. 
w. beautiful! Why this is L; 
$Jlecg. in his Houſe , Temple-loving kiggneſs 
1 i. 9 ſeeing, and, worth thinking -9- Fed 


pecially here is the Glory 0 Godin, Nach 
of The Ls Chriſt ta be ſeen {7g 
-J be fare Chriſt has a very beautifal. Bs ti He is 
1 altogether Lovely and every part.of kim ex- * 
cellcat Cam. 5. 19, 16. and in all hiy Beauty 
ry doth be appear in us Houſe, 2nd there is bug 
7] this one. place. where he deligh get ſuch a glo- 
bl rious {not and in Inch 'q, megl ure. $& ſhaw 
fame Samething of G 1809 Beave 
ie dacy . appear in the w of n and 
Pravidence Rom. 1. 20-. but abovg doth he 
ynveil his Glogy io Jeſus Chriſt and-in- thas 
wark of Redemption wrought . out-by 


fin, t other we may ſee uy og 
s hs C4 "Ft 


Fifi 


Morne of 


their po 
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| DE m_” - 
il. & between them, 1s now :maily - 
Renewed and Coofirmed ;, Neve 95.8 * 
arid, lavage Br gr her. Airs, 0 more. will. + 


' To LY, be 
dt 4 s 41 \ bs 1 
” + v4 $4 # 
L7; .:I0 
0 hf > 
8/4 4 


4 $2 
2 : rn I 
, WS 
2g ro Yo v2 th »-. +4 2k. - 
bs - & x 0 
” YT 8» 
* + 
4 -* % 
* ” $ -- \* 
* 


Le: 


% 
><a 


Wat help'd to raviſh the Qeen of Shebe 1; 
Mg. 10. 4 5+ ) And further, to ſee Chriſf 


- In rhe Riches of his prion Grace manifbing 
| himſelf to them; I fay to ſee this, is to ſee th 
moſt Glorious ſight on this ſide of Heaven, yea 
It is Heaven it ſelf, tho' Heaven upon earth. 
Hence it is that Sion is ſaid to be beautiful 
Pſal. 48. 2. yea and the Perfettion of bea 
'Pfal. 50. 2- And we may thank onr ſelves if 
when ever we come,to the Honſe of God we 
do nor ſee theſe matchleſs Sights, for Jeſus 
Chriſt has promiſed his Diſciples Afar. 28. 
20. to be alwaies with them while preaching, 
and Conſequently with thoſe that are hearing, 
In the midit of thoſe that are gathered toge- 
ther in his Name. In the Ordinances of God's 
Houſe doth he bring us ta Jeſus, and ta the 
blaud of ſprizkling, one drop of which if it 
jight on thee there, if being called thither thou 
ave Corgmunion with Chriſt there, no cre- 
ated good can match it. Here alſo the Spirit 
of Chriſt 1s preſent who liſts to be bearing wit- 
neſs to his own Ordinances, here you may 
meet with him ſpeaking !9 you and 37 you, and 
helping of yan, here you may experience the 
enlightening, t:aching, quickening, ſanCtify- 
Inz and comforting preſence of the Spirit, of 
Chriſt. And he that fees and converſes with 
God in Chriſt in his Houſe, he ſes and enJojes 
wit even 


ev 


OO a Ganued L210 CT 


__ "*" =» vws ww THgoy a*rm i 


ud kk awad 


f th 
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 - Where, here let us ewell -- ( the very Language of | 


even all that.is worth ſeeing and enjoyigg,, bp 
may fay to his ſoul, Retr rg "oy ====== for 
the Lord bath gealt bountif::llywirh thee Pſal. 116, 
7- This: is fuch a filling Comprehenſive enjoy- 
ment thar it leaves no room far any thing ale 
When Chriſt was diſpoſed to make an” eminent 

iſcovery of his Glory unto meet witpelley 
who might afterward give Teſtimony to the 
world of what they hd ſeen, he choſe Fete 
F who had made ſich a Confellion of him and 
was to ſuffer ſuch great things for him and 
Femes ( who was the firſt of the Apoſtles thai 
that we read of that laid down his 75 or 
Chriſt A#. 12. 1. ) apd Join the beftovetl” Dj- 
ſiple, who was to Live long, and do moch fers 
vice for him, and was favoured with this Viſ- 
on as a ſpecial evidence of his Love to him ) 
I fay he took theſe three and brought them up 
into the Mopnt and was transfigured before 
them Mare, 17. 1, 4- nponthe izht of which 
Excellent glory ( as he calls it 2. Fer, 1. 17. } 
they preſently cry ont ir's good being here, and 
they might have ſaid ( for they meant as much 
ifs a Thouſand tires bettcr being herg than elſe- 


j 


David in Pſalm 27. 4. ) They.never concerned 
themſelves about what they Jhonld eat or Urink 
or where-with they ſhould be ctothed, had for- 
gotten all their ſecular bulineſs & enjayments , 
theiy Company and Comforts, their Friends 


 Therg.z Or that, he hath no G 
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ſpoken 


(28) | 
& Families, nay they took no.carc for ſo much ag 
2 place where to lay there Heads, did not once 
ſpeak of a Tabernacle for themſelves, only for 
Chriſt and each of the glorious company theſe 
would buiid a Tabernacle, and as for themes 
ſelves they accounted Chriſt meat and drink 
and Tabernacle toq, ſo were they tranſported 
3nd filled with that ineffable G/ory of Chrith 
who is all in all. Thus in the Mountain of the 
Houſe of God doth the Lord Jeſus reveal and 
Communicate himſelf as the ſoul-ſztisfying, all- 
filling Good. Hence in the cloje of that £/alm 
wizre you have a Record of the Glorious 
things ſpoxen of in God's Houſe 7ſal. 87. 8, 
there 1s this Epiphonema added [ Al my 


- ſprings are in thee ] They are either the wordg 


of the Spirit of God ſpeaking in his own Name, 
to ſhew ys that in his Houſe are lay'd «p and in 
the Word and Ordinances of So. are beld 
om and conveyed the waters of Life, all the 
prings of Gragc, Peace, Comfort,yea of all Good 
phapgerer are there to be had, As there, 
Or pu rh the words of 2 gracious Heart 
y the £7 
thet all the ſprings of his Edification and Cone 
Jolztion as well as of his Regeneration arg 
iſe or Grace, . Joy 
or Comfort gr any Good worthy of his notice as 
mention fz'c what he has there, and aye cony 
reyed to him from thence. Other men have 
©titer Comfar:s, ang in other wayes, they have 
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Spirit implying thus muchs | 
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(29) : 
other Ciſterns and Wells ( I cannot call. theifi ; 
Jpritgs, at leaſt nor livitig ſptings becauſe 
often fail & will atrerly fail in their greateſt ; 
bat here the ſincere believing ſoul finds all 'his 
Springs, & ſtichas yield him all d&fireableGood: 

Of this ſame ſpirit way devout old Simeob  * 
Lok. 2. 25, 39. who when by the 14+ 
condu@t he was brought to the Temple an } 
there met with Jeſus Chriſt, he took him if his / 
Arms and and bleſt God atid ſaid now --- ler ve | 
depart in peace &'c, As if he had faid with Faeeh 
when he heard of Joſeph, /r is enough," n0y 
ſet me die, Lam fatisfied, farewdl_ vain world + 
with all the ſeeming ſplendor ahd” pretet 4 
glory of the fame, let tne now doſe mingpes, k 
after this fight I care for nothing elſe, to id 4 
there any other object that I can-now be. will> 
ing to lend ſo mich as a look unto, this Gt % | 

& - 


of the people, Iſrael ( as he calls him ver. 
hath eclipſed the luſtre and Rained the tray 
of all other glory, I am abundantly replenift 
with this Sight, ſo that my full ſoul loathes'? 
vther ſweets whatſcevet , the whole: w 


7g to me, Tet, me 
go immediatly to the place of p Fs 
Fruition, where ſhall everl ingly & un di 
riprted!y be ſatisfied with his likeneſs. © 3 
Here-a}o may yout enjoy ie agrvecrtf 3 


Saints Pſa. 122. 4- and you will rher 
no ſuch Company eiſe where. =, "=o" 
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' of the Saints and ediſying the myſtical body 
| .. Here Faith 1s infuſed by the word of Faith 
Cpregons Faith as it is called 2. Per. 1. 1 
& by the ame meancs nout:iſhcd, ſtrengthe 
pndJacreaſctd; the like we might fay of Love, 
Hope, find the reſt. Now Grace is the beſt 
good, one drop of Grace better than an Ocean of 
Wealth. and conſcquently 4 Cay where Grace is 
oings better than a Thouſand dayes in the 
Midit of the Confuence of all other Good 


EE: ate thoſe born that are new-botn P/al. 
27. 5. Jeruſalem is called the Mother Gal. 4. 
26. ahd there Got doth the part of a Father 

to beget ſovls to Himfelf; there the Spirit 

{ whio breathes Where ir liſts ) liſts to breathe 

fa man's New-birth is to be preferred before 

h e place of his Birth: men natarally love their 
| Nauve $oyh but much more doth the "_ 
— oe MN 
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other places. Now the Saints beating the 
Image of their Heavenly Father by whom they 
are there of his own Will by the word of his 
Tritth begotten Jam; 1; 18. have Tike - 
Jon for and ſer like price apor the fame.  _. 3 

And being begotten here they are m4lntgins | 
&d here alſo. All the good of t Id of 1 
better than Husks to the Prodigal, Soul- 3 
is only to be had in the Father's hodſe. As the 7 
Breaft is the life of the new born Child, and by ; 
a nataral Inſtinft he hunts and winds and 
cries after it; ſo Word and Ordinances in 
God's Houſe are the nourifkment, the foot, 
fne life of the New Creature, which he there» 
fore prizes and deſites after 1. Per. 2. 2, ſets 


his Heart unto, and deſervadly decauſt they arg 
his vety life Dewt 23. 475 And indecd co 
we bit realize that the Word of God is (af | 
moſt certainly it is) our Life, we need no 0- . | 
ther conviction of the worth of .it above all 
qther thitgs, & conſequently that befdg in the 
Houle of God where that is deſpenſed is many 
2 Thouldud ritues better and wore. adranta. 
ous 


- 
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( 34) | 
xdvantagious than to be any where elſe. The 
world finds us variety of Buſineſs & Avocati- 
. bur if the Word preached be ſeen to be'of 

nment, we have a ready Aiſwer to 
to give, re is this and that -ey be dorie, bat 
we muſt "live, Life is better than food and tai- 
Ment and Eſtates. Tell an hungry or a thirſty 
tman that's ready to petilh hever id marly fair ſto< 
firs, ſer of with the higheſt Rbetorical flouriſhes, 


embelliſhed with oratoricl Elegancies, Eſweet- 


ned with the moſt pleaiihg ſtraihs of Wit, play 
kitn = fitt of Muſick, ing him the m6ſt plea- 
fant ſong you can think of, Kee'll tell you the 
Belly has no eares, all this is not fneat, I muſt 
Et and dtihk or dc. The right undetftand- 
ne*of the worth of God's Word in his Houſe 
23 1t is our appointed &. food id our life, would 
make us deat ro all the Sy-c-forigs that the 
World or the Devil the prince of i? could ſing 
ts, whoſe detigh is ofily to deludle and deſtroy 
us, tre fhonld deſpiſe and with: indignation 
torn Sway from that buſirteſs that would draw 
bs awty from a Scrmoh . 1 am born would the 
ence ſay ard 1 muſt be kept, I maſt 

ave food or I carinot five, much Teſs grow , 
and I maft &o both, of never be cverlaftinig- 
ty Saved, ant in+thy Father's Honſe is my ap- 
rointed food prepated for me, aid thither 
muſt 1 goe that | may feed and live. And 
hens thus is the Return he makes: to any Pere 
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petty. inednfiderable matters that "woald > e * {2 


him off fro this Cant M other fecutar Aﬀaies” © 
rebut liftle things and'inconfiderable-mareer 
compared with this Ah Bonk. our. 
work; abort s * * thay cancer 7 
and that'is and muſt 'be the* Rnlein 
with me; into whit all other:things gidlſt 
ſubordifiate re RE _ IR 
Had it not” beer a' Birth-right (which was 
of a ſpiritual narure, atid preferibteXyy Life Ws 
ſelf ) or ſomewhat of like fort, © aut rad the” 
Caſe bed deed” fo thar he Wat" Ave þ 
chaſed that portion of food or j1 liad 
<ed” without atty Remedy, Eſa» wo 
have been count&d a” pfophane 3 | 
fool for letting it go for a meſs of Por 
that being univerſally owned Skin for Shim, 


4- Here are all the Benefits of Chriſt h 
forth, - the rich Wares not to be match'd in alt. 
the world freely tender'd in this Goſpel-mar< 
ket, here is Wire and milk without mony and 
wehout price Iſa. 55. rt. Here is Pardon yg 
Peace, Reconciliation, Adoption and Sanftifi< 

& = 60 D cation 


Sardtification, Chriſt made of God to ws wi fdem; 
Righteo-ſ1:cſs, Santlifitation and Redemption 1. 
Cor. 1: 39: Such Commodities as your Ships 
bring not home, not are your Shops furniſhed 
with. The Sca faith of theſe things they are 
not in me, the Earth ſaith they are not in me 
Jeb. 28. 14; 19. You may with much haz- 
2zafd and difficulty go dowh to the Sea, and dig 


down into the and yet meet with none of 


theſe things» That Peace is hers preached 
Whick all your Eſtates carinnot purchaſe, that 
Peace which the world cat neither give nor 
fake away - | 

| 5. I may add this ſorther that is to be got- 
ten ih the Houſe of God viz. a fatisfaftoty Re- 
folution of thoſe Enquiries. an! Anſwer to thoſe 
Doubts and <ernples which E yp ſerious " 
thinking fouls are often exerciſed and puzzled 


with, but by waitins upon God if his Honſe 


are enlightned and relieved - Hence David 
renders this as one of the reaſons why he made 
Dwelling in the Houſe of God his ozc thing viz. 
ſe he accounted ik a good Enquiring-place' 
Pſal. 27. 4. beſides that there was the Lords 
Beauty to be feet, there alſo was a place for 
enguiring. A child of God is the moR ingui- 
ſitive Greature in.the world, ſomething he has 
ſeef, but withal he ſees that there is a great 
deal more that he hath not ſeen, and hence is 
far enquirirg. Perſons that are Rndyipg for 
| | Knowlegdo 
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Knowledge meet with many queſtions that 
' they cannot anſwer, many Riddles, Knots , 


Difficulties, that they cannot underſtand, un- * 


tye, fee through,. and therefore chuſe to live 


near fuch perſons to whom. they may repair | 


for Information. Hence young beginners are 
trained up in .Schools under , experienced , 
knowing Teachers, by whom they may be in- 
ftruCfted as thefe is occaſion . Now the Houſe 
of God is the ſchool where the Lord trains 
up all his Children, there he teacheth them 
what they know not, and reſolves them itt 
what they are at a ſtand about, More than a 
few are the Reafonings thar a Believer harh in 
himfelf, he lives and walks in the. midſt of a 
multitude of Thoughts ( eſpecially ar fome- 
times, as Pſal. 94. 19. ) hach many ſcruples 
In his mind, fpends many a ſolitary hour in in- 
ward doubtings and arguings pro and con, and 
comes often to an Ordinance with his heall fall 
of enquiries, and his Heart full of cate and 
fear thereabout ; but when he comes to the 
Houfe of God ( and thither he goes to Pp, 
he is there ſatisfied, God ſuits a word Jo his 
Caſe, orders an Anſwer to that queſtion which 
he had been tong porcing upoa to litle pur= 
ſe, ſpeakes to the ſecrets of his Heart , 
ears up his doubts and quiets his Spirit ; 
Ap notable inſtance whereof we find in Pfal. 
73+ 17. the Pſalmiſt there had been wofull 
Dd 2 plus 
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ſtood that God might out of his abſolute 
weraignty, and for other Reaſons beſt known 
tym If both — proſper the wort, 


7 ang orcly afflict the beſt of men, a Truth 
tuch. probably he had the notional Knawledge 
2 "þefore . but had it not born in upon his 
* ( Hgg#t vith particular application to the pre- 
> Ten#Czſe. unro his Satisfaftion and Comfart f| 
4{ #81 he came into- the Sanctuary. Thoſe, that 
hve Chriſt forqzed in thin ,are often exerciſed 
$7h the like flrugglings within them as Rebeke 
- Þ + Gere 25. 21,, 22, 23. inſomuch ac rib y 
© Spread io iy, If it bp fl, why am f hap ? 
£26 | #35 . abrupt 
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abrupt expreſlibns importing Atvxiety and p- + 
tfirbation ; But'the Word clearewwp the mate? 
ter by telling them io ag _ ins 2 
cvegpnnew Man, and thoſe painfal . 
ſhall hive a comfortabſt iflue-in: ahe-ond» Ir ; 
enquiring of God ſhe got her: Anſwwey, and {ov 
may we, and the beſt. place for ' is, - 
the Honſe of God. Satan cannot. «make more! + 
doubts, the Old-man raiſe more *ftorms, «ther + 
unbelieving Hcart canſe more perplexitics than? 7 
the Lord in his Houſe can: anſwer; allay;and+ *: 
ektricate out of, and the experience-of trouher  - 
led ſouls will teſtifie that he.is wont ſo to dots } 
without which there would be no carying 08+ -* 
with Comfort. | wit $ 
In ſumme then, as much- as God is! = 
worth than the Creature , Chriſt than thes + 
world, Grace than Gold, Pearls than - Peblegþ 
Spirituals than Temporals, Wiſdon--and ### 
Merchandize than all the Trafhck-on the.Earths * 
36 much as Heaven is more worth than Vanity | 
znd the Houſe of God which 1s an Inlet ina 
Jeaven exceeds any thing , all-thi 
his World can produce or afford; -{o-mychr 
$ a day ſpent thcre in and about "theſe mores 
2xcellent Things to be rated above a day ine  } 
woved on any other Account', and ſo th& : 
\ſſertion is proved that One Day in the Houſe * 
f God js better than a thouſand ; -* "I I 
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To conlude . this Argument, I ſhall a fittle 'Th; 
forther enforce and illuſtrate it by making pay 
this three-fold Appeal , | _--* i 

1- To thoſe that have been and are negli- 
geot is giving their attyndance in the Houſe 
of God, cannot ſpare the Time from their 
worldly ocfaſions, ſome keep opentheir ſhops at 
Lefture-time, others come into Town & make 
their market in the morning and away again 
before the Sermon, others walk the ſtreets, 
ft in Taverns or ſtay in their own Houſes 
while the Sermon is Preaching, and I would 
ask you what do you gain? what profit do you 
miake of this two Hours Time in a week thus 
_ from the Publick Worſhip of God, ask 


our ſelves ſerioufly and anſwer truly what 
Is yaur gain? how much does it amount toing 
s nay ina year's Time? why one takes a 

y pence in. his ſhop, another earns a few by 

& ſmall Jobb of work done the while, another 
redeems an hour or two from a ſermon and 
ets ſo much the ſooner about his occaſions at 
>2me, another gets a little caſe, a little ſleep, 

' alittle drink, and idle, vain Chatt together 
with it, ard I beſeech you what does tt come 
to? what is you eſtate advanced or your 
ſelves any way bettered at the years end? Nay | , 
are you not loſers every manner of way? Did | ; 
they who neglefted God's Houſe whom the 
Prophet Heggsi reproyes Chept, 1- gain any | 


22% 


Thing by their labour in or about their own 
houſes, or jn their Fields while plowing ſow- 
ing or gathering in? No they were curſed in 
their Employment, blafted jn their Labeurs, 
the Lord did blow upan their Harveſt and the 
wages they earned was put in @ bag with 
Holes, all that they did turned to little or no 
Account, nothing ſucceeded with them. God 
is the ſame and the Concerns ef his Houfe of 
23s great value as ever, and his Anger as hot 
ow for ſlighting and negleQing his Ordinances 
as then ;, {o that could you take an exatt no- 
count you'd ſee cauſe to own your ſelves to- 
ſers even in your outward eſtate, and if Blaſt- 
ings, Mildews, Loſſes by Sea and Land, Dif- 
appointments , Impoveriſhments many waies 
were lookt at as a juſt puniſhment from 

for the great Coldneſs dead-heartedneſs | 


 indiſpoſedneſs,to the Worſhip of God in his - 


Houte in ſpecial, among other {ins that are t6 
be found among us, there would "be: 
Scripture warrant for our fo reckoning. 
complain T rading is dead, they do not thrive, 
they go behind hand, cannot make both ends 
meet , they riſe early, go to bed late, eat the 
bread of Carefulneſs and all w:ll aot doe, 'No 
wender while God's Houſe 1s under-yalacd and: 
neglected. 

But ſuppoſe thon may'ſt gain a ſmall mater 
while thou aughr'ſt to hve Teena at Em 
"TOE Bet D. + An 


7 tw) - 
pad fgp the (pains thereof didft omit an oppor- 
unity of. ſecing and Converſing with Chriſt in 
an Orginance, bejudges your ſelves in the Caſe 
whathiar you arc Gamer$br laſers. A few pence 
Sou 2 goodly price that I was valued at 

will:-Jeſns Chriſt fay : And take this for an 
. Everlaſting Trath, the ſame price we put upon 


&# the Ward of Chrift,- we put upon Chriſt tnm- 


Maſter for Thirty peicgs of Silver, But who art 
thou 0: wen that judgeft another and doeſt the ſame 
thing'2.++He that cannat find in his. heart to 
game teta Sermon for fear to miſs the taking 
-grearning alittle many wou'd ſell Jeſns Chriſt 
Himſelf at a cheaper Rate than ever Judas did, 
If he had the like Temptation before him, Nay 


farought he knaws irrecoverably © torever ) for 
he love;of that which he propoſes to himſelf ta 
'J$8iv-in £orean time. If you will not now helicve 
a liegle Time wal put it beyond diſpute. 
ah evi] day comes, and you want thoſe 
wards to-live upon that'you might have then 
heerd;; and that Inftrution and Edifieation 
that yan might have gained , Conſcience will 
then .$c}} you that you fiuncd by ſuch Neglect 
ing _u=_ profit. AMzrtha got a fervere Re- 
by being carefy]l and cnmbered with-ann« 
y things, While ſhe foould have fate at :Chriſts 
; and been hearing a Sermon 3 and ſuchRe- 

_ proofs 


- + 
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 felfet --We condemn Judas for betraying his * 


"he does parcwith him, let him goe ( yea & that - 


Repvoofs Thall yowhave. Koh | Cor 

ſciences one day, iand fhould-rake; ern bt 
No man ſhall ever gain in' the windihy vp by. -| 
thar Time thit he pitchieF ont of thi 6 ics'of | 
God whether oneny heme * | 


2. My fecond Appeal is —_— eha0 
Cſabordinated all other things'to "the ServielSH; 
God, and can make their fecutar Occdfront Five | 
way thereunto, and-confequently hive” bebn 
and are Carcful , Faithful = His £3 
Word and Ordinances.; '-and I'w -Yop> £ 
Did you ever luc, did you not "'ePtr gain'h 
being ſo imployed ? Have you" nobtavle nd | 
account thoſe your b:ic Houres ? - Wl” y 
ever any juſt Cauſe ts repent of yoa@ Fn" 
ſpent ? Would you part with v hat ya#- 
met with in the Houſe of (God for : 
Worlds? Are not all other 
profits moſt  inconſiderablgand 
things compared with what: Gb's ' Rew1 
afforded you ? Say, ſpeak out, end 
may be informed and confirmed by. y Eur KPC» 


rience .. Have you not found that fly h R 
on; That Quickning, that Edit © 
Grace accompanying Divine in ll: 


was: nb where elſe to. be found; ang* that joh: 
conld> never pretend to any thing like'the _ 
row ui your Labours about the World?” ” 

Y, 
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is 89t- this Doctrine true, have you act 
fund amy felt it trye ? cannot you give your 
vidence in the Caſe ? Then ſpeak for God and 
for his Hoyſe, ſtand up for the Honour of the 
fame. Tell one another as yon have oppor- 
_ of the Good things there, diſcourſe 
together of the rich Entertainment you have 
met with, and as you meet with others to 
whom ſuch diſcourſes may be of uſe, Jet them 
know how you have fared there. The world 
does not þelieve that the fooliſhneſs of Preach» 
6g has ſuch verrue in it as the report of the 
Word attriþutes to it, any more than Netha- 
nee! could believe that «ny Good conld come ont 
of Nazareth ;, do you therefore teſtifie to what 
you have ſcen, and adviſe them alſo to come 
and ſee. 

3- My third Appeal is to thoſe that afcer 
they bave ſometimes enjoyed, have again loſt 
the Laberties of God's Houſe ( and thoſe that 
have experienc'd both the ſweetneſs of the 


. enjoyment and the bitterneſs of the bereave- 


ment are beſt able to judge in this _ 


.Now they will all tell yon with one mont 


that there is no place to ſpend Time in like 
the Houſe of God . And ſuch is the Teitimo- 


ny of David in the Text ; He had lived at the 


Well-hegd, been often drinking of the waters 
of the Sanftuary, and abundantly ſatisfied en 
m 
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&e Good things thereof, he had bg 1} 
green Meadowes and {till waters, an 
quently taken his ſweet repaſt there, be m 
cen the Lord's Glory and Beauty in the Santy 
vary and had been enlightned, um 
thexe,. for which Far k you | 
him in ſundry Pſalms tuneing his _y_ 
Pſaltery and fixing his heart to the Praifes 
God , and þlefling himſelf and the popes 

thoſe high enjoyments, in reſpedt of w 

had fo dealt with Iſracl as with no other pao- 

ple - But now you find him in quite Mother: 

Frame, longing, fainting, Crying ont like 8 
ſon in great diſtreſs, fareing lik 

orlorn, miſerable wretch, in a ſtate A | [v7 

afflictive and. deplorable, intimating that be 


{could have been glad to change Conditong 


with the Swallow and Sparrow, when he 
ſeems to envy that priviiedge which they en-- 
joyed and he was beresved of ; what was the 
matter ? what ail'd him ? why alas this was his 
Caſe ( a, wotul Caſe -inderd ! ) that ſweet, p 
us > beloved place the Houſe of God he 
not come at, thoſe Glorious and canner 

i _ he had with ſo much pleaſure @ 
reg e ſpent were now palt and z wit 
_ _ cr how ra be reonenel he 


| —_ not , and he ſo demeans himſclf as ons 
that b both underſtood what he ſaid, 2nd faid s] 


» - 


*, 
Sl 


\ 


\, ment be compenſated. ---- 1 his was the cauſe 
- ef his; monrning, and the inward diſquiet» |. 

*and caiting down of his ſoul, aud this' |; 
erent vin to make that Prayer in the 


44) 
he meant when he ſet ſo high a' Value upon da6? 
of thoſe daies. © :- E +7, ft, AaTh 
£ Of. like nature and ſcope is Pfel; 42,” 'and 
had you ſeen him at-that Time'when he Coms! 
poſed it, you would have found him in a. moſt» 


waking meat of his tears when he had wept! 


them, his Heart beating and panting, -his ſoul: | ti 


fainting and poured out within him, and had) 
you conſulted with him he would have told 
yow\this lamentable ſtory, I once dwelt in 

Son,” and ' had mine Hahitation in Jeruſalem, 
fat pleaſant place where the Lingg were be-. 
fallen me, & where I had a gocdly Heritage & 

had free acct(s to the Houſe of God, & thither - 
was wont to go with rite. Company that kept Holy-. 
day, but now | am an Our-caſt from the Temple- 
m the land of Jord:» and the Hermoiitcs, I can-' 
ROT came to Mecting, I cannot hear a Sermon- 
as} was wont, by the loſs of which Mercy I. 


zF6+learnt (. ſoinewhat more than ever ) the: | - 


of it, a loſs that can by no- other attain- 


o owine, Pſalm vo. 3, 4+ that God would: 


| _— him back to his Holy Hill - and t# Mis | al 
& -"Faberracles, that he might again goe-66 Up? | i 
Altar of God his excerding Joy, and prom. bf 


TV" Ke EF 


wiemn frame, his eyes weeping and himſel[ 


tec 


be 


ks 
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67] his:praiſce far: $þe hearing: of his praye.:ng 

th. mny: thing raiſe-yp his; down-caſt 

a} Buy tho ORG. that thoſe prayers thoulddþe 
| heard -- 7 be, nated. in bothnheſe 

5 Fiolns (: rhe- like ao may ve ablerptaate | 
IH |-where ) whey-bemoaning his Exilementhagp- = 


©: | ver, once. mentions. his own. Houle or his: « 
1: | tions-or family Concerns.all which were (þec- 
£192.08 : | 
d)] yond difpute CR to, the value of cagh _ 
d' } very dezr tio him, but this is the matter with 
n. | hin, the Hqufe of God ! And fo when hewyes 
,i | driven out- of- Jers/alemr, he-ſaies nothing.of 
- . | his Kingdom, or' Palace, or, cany Relzwens 
&. | he left behind, only the Ark and its Habiea 
r . | tion , the Honſe of God where the Lor& dwelt 
-.| and afforded his Preſence, This , this, I fay 
e- | he. thoughs and diſcourſed of, and ;thergby 
N- 
I 


_- 


- | jſhewed what lay at his Heart, and how- mach 

- | he-prized, them above other Things which 

. | he accounted not worthy to be _ mentioned 

e- | the fame day with theſe-. Thus alſo when 

- lick Heztkiah had the Sentence of Death (-that * 
e” | was upon him ) reverſed, ant an Additieg of 
- |-afteen Years promiſed, he a5ked a ſign wheres 

$' | by. he might be aſſured about his going, op 
> | again to the Houſe of God, 2s it he ba@& 
$ | valued his Time of going thither more than 
s | all his.Time belides, or as if his money 
s | Spm- the Graye were therefore prineipe 

g F 
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. (45) EE 
rateful to him becauſe he might have the li- y 
| rty of rendering the Lord a further viſit 
| there ſa: 38. 22. the fear of ſeeins the Lord 7-7 
| ro more ( probably he means in his Hoaſe the = 
| dhief place tor fſecing God ) having been moſt Arg 
y$u_ to him in his ſickneſs ver; 11. where 
port he engaged that he would tiot only goe 
up thither bur dwell thete to praife him F 
: the dies of his life. — ja 
| And at this day how many juſt and Righteoug i5 1 
| Ones are there if the world that are — 
on theit knees with Teats in theit ejes that] and 
they miyht enjoy one of theſe dayes of the Son] Whi 
of Mai that we have plerity of, they would| the 
wonder to ſce the ſtrects and ſhops fd full off and 
ple while a £ermon is a preaching which) Thi 
they would flatly leave their very meat tol Of | 
hear. what a Pathetical Icture would the 
tead yon of the worth of Sermons and Ordi4 * 
' nances! How feelingly would they diſconrſg 6qn 
- of theſe things and tell yon that whatever] the 
outward good things are left them they do all] tha 
| avail them lirtte or nothing while baniſhed fhat 
{ -*'from the Houſe of God, and how affeftionate4 ( ef 
| ly would they exhort and befeeth us to' kyow inf Jeif 
- This our day the thinss of our peace, t6 jrnprovd and 
| every inch of Hearing-Time, and that witt 
| '+ utmoſ Seriouſncſs and Inteniſnefs, to Behkeve 
| them whiile they do vive evidence to the Trut! 
| :vf this YoQtrinc, and in ſo doing ſpeak what 


Brc 
the 


ent. 

The ſecond followes. 
 Reaf. 5. One day in God's Houſe # bater 
than a Thoxſand, Becauſe ſerious waiting there 

is not only the way to bave theſe _—_—— 
Bleſſings already mentioned, but alfo rhe fuxeſt 
and fateft way to obtain all other Goodl thin 
which we nee, and fot the getting of w 
the Honſe of God is t0d oftea te; 0, yea 
f| and to have them ſanftified and too. 
1| This being. cleared will evince the Truth 
6f the Dotrine againſt all Gaia-ſayers . 


This is the common Objection, Meg cannot 


q came to Meeting of a Lefture-Day becauic 
7] their buſineſs will not give leave, this and 
that wotk calls for their preſence, os elſe they 
ſhall be gteat ſofferers - The -Dan 
4 ( eſpecially in ſeed-Time and Hatveſt ) has no 
leifure, he muſt get his ſeed into the Ground 


and his Harveſt into the Barn , The day-La-- 


1 bourer gets his Living by the fveat of his 
Browes, and has, but from hand to month, and 


hl! therotore he can are no time for te Worlyp 


SIS 


(48) | 
of God , The Handicraft's man has work be 
woken; | and mult hero. r9::c, left he loſe his 
Cuftame,. The Shop-kceper will tell you Rent 
is high, Trading d&&4d, he has a Family to 
 _aintin ant thereto muſt loſe no opportu- 
mty ot taking Mony, and Lcture-dayes are 
his Market-dayes angie cantort leave his ſhop, 
tho' ts e& did appear to buy ( as mee thinks 
note Ji Sy char a2 conſider tizat the'doors of 
Chrift's Voyle dre then' open, where .better 
Contmottfics are to be bought viz. Wine and 
#i1k., Thyl-inainteriatſce,'and that withont mony 
td rg Price ) tliete would be no occalion 


or hi, ff there to ſc!). Thus when men 
want *9_ Heart they never want an excuſe , 
clofe That have no mind to a Duty will find 
prottfices enough to colour over their neglect 
of it: **Bffr it were an ealic matter to Retort 
tic Argumepts upon. themſelves & they would 
Frome off. rongly the other way. Is not 
your- ite for Heaven-of as great Concern- 
ment 2f4 HP? are:yon fo forward, ſo much 
before MINA therein as that without any con- 
fderabR&f Dat inage voh can ſparc ever and 
200k a bermon and not+ miſs it? Is not a 
Seed-r:me and an Harveſt-time tor your meat 
thee endures to cternd Life as buhe a time With 
you 25 thit (herein you aretabouring for the 
meat ther Þirijh':!: ! Ts not the ' Lords, care in; 
tying ver), te ne ſoridling to you, and that bortr 
- . Hs 
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3 | in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon an Intimation that 
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the Lord ſees you need ſuch Diſpenſations, for 
he does no needleſs thing. Havexyou not as 
much need to take every feaſon and lay up for 
endleſs Eternity as to provide againſt a tong 
Winter ? Eſpecially when yon conſider that 
you are going towards, and know not how ſoon 
you may come to the place where there 3s no 
Work, Device nor Invention Eccleſ.g. 10. Have 
you {uch a meafure of knowledge as that it 
needs no Augmentation ? ſuch a ſtock of 
Grace lying, by you that you need no in- 
creaſe of it ! Or are your Graces fo aCtive as 
that you have no occaſion for Word and Ordi- 
nances to excite them and keep them in exer- 
cifſe? Is not Trading for Heaven very dead 
| alſo, fo that there is much cauſe for the Lord 
to complain as of old 7 have laboured in vain 
Ja. 49. 4+ ? and will not the loſs of Goſpel- 
offcrs ( as puniſhments for the flights you put 
| upon them ) bea greater Detriment than the 
loſs of a good Cuſtomer for want of complying 
with him? Nay ſhould not your Care and 
Thoughtfulneſs, Labour and Diligence about 
the things of ris Life teach you that then 
much more ought your Adtivity to ſhew it ſelf 
about Things of a berrer ? Might not ſuch cofts 
fderations as theſe afford you & ſilencing An« 
Iwer to ſuch Excuſes ? I", 
" But let me further add 


E That 


( 5&) 

That even this is the way to promote your 
worldly Advantage too, the words immedi- 
ately following the Text are a proof of it - 
After the Pſalmiſt had given his judgment upon 
2 day in God's Houſe above a Thouſand, and 
made his Choice of being a door-keeper there 
father than a dweller elſe where, he gives the 
reaſon of his ſo chooſing, and its taken from 
the Gond things there to be had, v3z. Grace 
and Glory, but Icft any ſhould ſay what ſhall we 
do” for other things, he adds, No good thing 
wilt be with-hold &c, Chriſt ſpeakes the ſame 
thing Afar. 6. 33. Seck firſ the Kingdom of 
God & his righteouſneſs, & all other things ſhak be 
added nnto you, Whatever elfe i3 wanting ſhalt 
be given into the Bargain, caſt in over and 
above. That Kingdom which yon principally, 
firſtly feek ſhall be given you, and all other 
things ſhall be ſupplied alſo . Honouring the 
Lord with ourfbltance ( and by the like reaſon 
with our Time fpent in his Service as we have 
an Opportunity ) is the way to have the Barn 
filed with plenty © c. Prov, 3. 8, 10. To pro- 
mote this ſearch after Wiſdom ( and waiting at 
11/4ow's poſts « the way to fud Wiſdom Pro. 8. 
24. ) he tells us that Kiches and Honours are in 
her ieft land Chapt. 3. 16. It is not Labour- 
mg or Contriving, but God's bleſſing that 
makes Rich . Now the dayly Waiter and 
Wachter it Wiſdom's Gates to hear Chrift 1s 
= pronounged 
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F | pronounced Bleſſed, he is the nffin that is under 
I= | God's bleſſing and therefore ſhall have ſo much 
of other things alſo as is convenient for him .. 
In Commendation of Godlineſs, & to 

the praftice of it, it is ſaid to be great Gai 
and the promiſe of the life that now is as well as 
that which i to come made to it 1. Tim. 4. 8. 


0 5, 


Q 6 


N | And he that hath any Good Thing in the Pro- 
© | miſe is as ſure of it as if it were in his hand, 
E | yea coming fn a Promiſe it's far more ſweet 
E | and ſafe than if it came in the way of com-= 
© | mon Providence . That known Text Aal. 3. 


8, 12. does abundantly anſwer the Objeftion 
and prove the Poſition before us, they are 
faulted ver. 8. for Robbery in the matters of 
| God's Houſe, they brought not in their Tythes 
and Offerings, the reaſon of their with-hold- 
ing them is hinted at viz. becauſe they ac= 
counted the Worſhip of God to be too charge= 
able for them, they could not afford to goe to 
the coſt of it. Nay ( faith the Lord ) if that be 
the Reaſon, do you fill my Houſe and ſee if L 
will not fill yours and abundantly make up to 
you what Expence ſoever you ſhall be at 

ſerving me. While you Robb'd mel cu 
you, and if you will obey me ia the matters of 
my Houſe I will bleſs you. 


Fram this Text theſe things are Eyident * 
6 "A Firſt 
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.1. That. men are prone to deal very unworz 


thiſy with God in the Concerns of his Houſe |iP 
and are apt to be too ſtrait-handed there . |2C 


2. One Reaſon of their ſo carrying it is for | 
fear they ſhould Joſe in their outward Eſtate |* 
thereby , they cannot tend it, they cannot af- 
ford+ it 1s the pretenſe, tho' its true they have 
m0-heart to it hes at the bottom. | 

3+ That fo to do is in God's account Rob 
bery, & is puniſhed with a Curſe, the Vine caſts |** 
Her fruit, the Devourer cats up their Labours 
and inſtead of ſaving they are great loſers 
thereby: 

. * "4. That the only way tobe beſt in their 
Lahours and to thrive in the world, is tofill 
God's Honſe, to give their attendance there 
with their Tythes and Offerings let them not 
be wanting in their duty to him, and he would 
abundantly make up to them what they laid [lr 

| out for him- And tho' the Lord is worthy to bl 
be believed upon his word, yet he condeſcends 
ſo far as to pnt things upon the Tryal Prove | T5 
wie ſaith the Lord, if you will not believe me 
try the, and you ſhall find it true, while my {y 

- Kouſe was empty fo were yours alfo, arid whet hz 
xo pineh't from me you Joſt, and a great deal |2! 
more with it, but upon your amending fee if fo 
| wi not proportionably and obſeryably bleſs | P* 
\DWs td -- we AW" 
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' You never knew any man impoveriſhed by. 


ſpending two houres in a week ata Lefture, | 


nor enriched by the Contrary . 


I have heard of © apoor man being asked 
&« by a pious Miniſter why he came nat to Lett» 
&« ure, anſwered not want of will but meer Po». 
& yerty hindred him, for that day in which he 
* did not work his children muſt not cat , 
« being adviſed by the Miniſter to come to 
&« Lefture, and promiſed to be paid for his 
& dayes work he readily came to Meeting » 
& and as conſtantly for his Pay at Night, but. 
« after a little Time being ask'd the*Reaſon 
* why tho' at Lefture he came not for his 
*« mony as formerly, he ſaid that he found 
« God had ſo bleſt him that he could main- 
© tain his Family by his labour and ſpare a 


« Lefture time too. ---- And if others will _ 


try in like manner they ſhall have the like 
bleſſing . a 
It is ſaid Afony anſwers all things Excl. 10- 
19- yea but the Bleiling of God in the way 
ſerious attending on him in his Houſe will an- 
ſwer mony alſo, will ſupply that tao. God 
hath many ſecret waies to bleſs his ſervants, 
and doth abundantly ſend in what we lay our 
for him. Our Fathers in this Wilderneſs ex- 
perjeng'd this, they came for the fake of ,Gad's 
Houſe, and he ſoon filled theirs , tuened ' the 
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profitable for 


Wilderneſs into a fruitful Land, pave them 
what they denyed and left behind them for his 


and the Goſpel's ſake. And while the firff love 
and zeal for Chriſt and the things of his Houſe 
were kept up they had much outward proſpe- 
rity ; our coldneſs there has brought channels 
and leanneſs both outward and ſpiritual upon 
Us - | 
This alſo is the ſure way to have all our 

other good things ſanfified to us: By the 
Word and prayer are all our outward bleſſings 
fanCtified 1. Tim. 4. 5. and without this they 
are a ſnare and Trap. If men would obſerve, 
there is none but loſes as much and more 
than he gains by robbing God of his Time, 
or at leaſt he loſes the bleſſing, and what is the 
outward enjoyment without a Bleſſing * why, 
it is for his hurt rather than for his good , 
and its better to want ſuch things in mercy 
than to have them in wrath. 

- Thus much may ſerve for the Confirmation 
of the Doftrine, , 

We come now to the Application ar Im- 
provement, 


And this word is C( Information or Inſtruftion 
Reproof or CorreCtion 
Exhortation & DireCtion , 


3- by way of Information and m— 
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m 7. See here the Wiſdome of God in provid- 
is | ing ſo well for the promoting of his own pub- 
ve | lique Worſhip while he orders ſo much profit 
ſe | to attend the waiters upon him therein, here- 
e- | by obviating the objeCftions that may be made 
ſs | againſt R, & that great one eſpecially Mal.z. 4- 
"1n | what profit is it that we have ſerved God and hepe 
his Ordinance? What profit? more than Cert. 
ur | per Cert. profit, even a Thouſand to one pro- _ 
he | fit, and that is great gain indeed . The Lord * 
gs | out-bids all that ever the world, or the Devil ; 
ey | the god of the world can do for his followers. - 
'e, | Reaſon ſhould teach us to go into bh» vineyard 
re | where we may have the moſt pleaſant work - 
and beft wages. Did men underſtand and 
believe, there would be no great diffculty in © 
y, | this matter. b 
At Saul to weaken David's Intereſt in the peo- 
cy | ple and draw them off from him, intimates ' 
that they could not expect much profit or high 
on | preferment from the ſon of Jeſſe E » Sam. 22, 
7. ) inlinuating that. where there is an expect- 
n- | ation of the greateſt Reward, there men would 
be moſt like to be found. Then God ma 
well exp=: that we ſhould preſer bis Houſe 
on | before our own houſes , Fields, Ships or *' 
Shops, becauſe all of them cannot yield the like 
n, ofit by more than a Thouſand to one Dii- 
erence . He muſt nceds account God not |} 
worthy to be believed, or Fellowſhip with | 


i E 4 him ; 


: WC! ; 
+ * him in his Houſe not wikhy to be enjoyed, 
b; is not aded (WF pitty any ſhould 
Xo he coiypell'd ) there to dwell,. and to 
ye-all' opportunities of Secing and En- 
d. Þ ng there Wiſdom invites man to ber 
” © Houſe Prov. 9g. and the fooliſh one calls upon 
; Simple ones that are going right on, to turn 
In thither, the former invites to beaſts ſlain , 
. Wines mingled and Table furniſhed, and pro- | 
miſes life npon obedience ©( bear and your ſouls 
— ſbalf live Iſa. 55. 3.) The latter ſpeaks on- 
i A water and bread, and that ſtollen- and in 
{ Tecret too, concealing in the mean time Death 
F. and depths of Hell the puniſhment of deluded 
fools. Mee thinks none need be at a loſs 
"at which honfe to turn in. Chriſt would he 
| no way offended for turning our backs upon 
” His Ordinances if we knew any place where to 
| mend our ſelves, but to leave him for lying 
| "vanities makes him angry. ; 
* © © There is nothing bu: Atheiſm and Unbelief 
that keeps any pCcor creature from — 
: this his One thing to dwell in the Hcuſe of God. 


1 2. Hence we are further Infor:1ed how care- 
; ful the Lord is of us alſo & of ovr Good as well 
as of the promoting his own ſervice, in taat he 

-. does not oblige us to do any ſervice for him, nor 
to ſpend one day or hour but ſo as ſtall be to 
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 eurown! higheſt adragtage: No Worlhi ,ofGod 
ILY, wan nes 
Workip. when w 
| or. -our felves or others 


Attendayce, and he = Sw 
beſt fox. us and. moſt fox OE 54 
great kindneſs indeed: 49 poor S_ 2 
He will not be ſerved - but when -weſtiall- be 
| profited, and has ſo diſpel that it is aogles * 
| age ofit to ſerve Him . If ; we. were [ 
rightly ected towards God we ſhould veed © 
no more or other Argument than-thiz-10 brug. 
us to the Houſe of God. and obligg/:us.to 
moſt ſerious attendangs vi, that Be are boar 
God's work, doing Hip ſervice, that 
orified thereby, wowd be 0: 
ut the Lord will have py'to know-4þa6; He 6 
then about our own work alſo, and.alns wþ Fla ©. 
moſt .nearly us and will pe x a 
advantage us. Alho we muſt deny 6 
and take much pains to ſerveGodg ifiwe 
acceptably, yet all this while we age. wotK 
for our ſelves, and, the Harveſt 3y3ll. be« 
own, and that a Thouſand times more ws 
could —_ gotten = _ ED, 
when the Beggars ay 
and Hedges were invited to the Marriage-feaſt : 
they were not bidden to their Jeſſe,- no, nor. 
they that had Farms and Mcrchangi2e neither, ; 
-w5 neyer had ſuch Incomes nor. made irxonſy 
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Bargaing as they might have had and made 
there, Let none think it hard that God re- 
quires one day in ſeven for the more immedi- 
ate ſervice of Himſelf, nay if he ſhould reqgire 
fix of the ſeven and leave us but one, whike he 
ives'us the profit of more than a Thoufand 
yes in one, there is no colour for any Com- 
int. The Lord commanded them- in *the 
ilderfeſs to reſt on the Sabbath "day. and 
pro cm 33 © reaſon why they ſhould Io doe, 
6 he had on the ſixth day given them the 
"Bread of two dayes Exod. 16. 29. 56 when 
{ .'hecommands vs to wait on him” wt Ms Houſe 
© "on 2 LeCture-day ( and by the way do -milit ac- 
- count that attending on Leftoures is ineerly a 
. free-will offering, tho' if it were ſo, God's 
eople ſhould he « willing people, and willin 
- -- In their fxee-will Offerings, but that, Gel 
- » Rule bf raking all Opportunities of x and 
” ' eonſequently of getting Good is not nt 
} Noh ns here, y fo _ wpry #m 
þ LO PIEACN =- -—< $77 [E4[077 out 04/078 
- 2 <tr 2. by like reaſon the 'people 


|) - are obliged to hear ) doe not think we are 
"Hardly dealt with, ſtraitned in our time , 


E”: abridged of our li to labour and do all thus 
' we bave to doe on the ſix dayes ſecing our own 


ofit is propounded and ſach profif as has 
Leen mentioned, to induce us- thereuntes 
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If a company of poor indigent peopt6 
be ordrred by ſome great Perſon to orb 
Gate two hours on ſuch a day in the 
there tv receive a liberal Dole his 
tiful Hand, they would account th 
bountifully dealt with while they had ſo 
more given them than they have 
by *their own induſtry in the mean rea 
And that is the Caſe before us. - 7 * 


3. This alſo Informs us how much we ſtand: . * 
Debtors in God's Account for every day's + 7 
berty in his Houſe, he ſets down a do 
for One and after that Rate will | 

us, and therefore we ſhould reckon fo- alſo; 
and hold our ſelves e 
ſwerable we wept og 0 
render proportionably 
the Cream, the ror A. of all our 
for this ef) y are wee bound to lift 1 
eyes and fonls and bleſs the name of the be 
tiful God, and that a Thouſand times 1 


than for any other Time. Thanks are toÞ -B 
» proportſon 10 the quanti w—_ Lind 

received : As they that ten | 
given will love much, they tet hve rock 
ven ſhould thank much, praiſe much, ware ff 
os 20 0 hey Jove muck . "I 
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xs, onld bleſs him a Thouſand times mor 


| is People Iſa 30. 20. arich & high Cordial 
" fitted on purpoſe for an- evil day that ths their 
meat ſhould be bread of Adverlity and drink 


water of Aflition yet thcir eyes ſhall ſee their 


Teachers, they ſhall have Preaching and Ordi- 
among them . Alas, how many have 


bread of Adverſity and their Teachers remoys: 
L wo ! How ſhould the ſcarcity of that Bef 
| of all Commodities ſerve to enhaunce the price. 


of .it.! All our Time is precious, but this part. 


. | reſt., Many account Sabbath-dayes loſt-dayes, 
-' . and LeAure-dayes- broken dayes, no, they 


* are ood dayes and full dayes, dayes full of 


| ing, one of thcm has the Good of a Thou-«- 
3 Fapl-weather ſhould fall out an a Sabbath-day. 


4 thereby Refle&ted upon, and themſelves prejue-, 
diced. | 


Courſ#to redcem Time, which is a dugygin+- 
{ cumbent pon of Chriſtians Epheſ . ye 


+ 4C 


Fo 


a day in his Courts, becauſe it is a Thou- 
aUmes better. It was an excceding great - 
precious Promiſe that the Lord gave to- 


af. our Time much more precious than the. 


daics in it - Some had rather ſickneſs or 
kc KC. an a Lefture-day than any other, & ſecretly. - 


ipk it is ſo much Time ſaved, not @onſidering, 
w much the Wiſdom and kindneſs of God is 


4. Hence we may learn what is the beſt” 
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| in the World ( as to Things of the Wot 
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= - : 
The {pendin as much of it as you may ile 
of God is the beſt way of Redeamnilig WE. 
If men were good Husbands of their Pines . 
K were an eafie matter to fave ever 82d "#5 
non a Day-for the Service of God and yet nat 
ſtrike one ſtroak the leſs about their vthet ? 
ordinary Occaſions ; and one day thus:Rev -; 
deemed, provided it be rightly improved | © 
as to become. a good day to them, is more thak . '* 
a Thouſand dayes. Ad Se 


s. From hence alſo it followes, that it 
18 a greater Bleſſing to a People to have the 
Liberties” of God's Houſe that to: have 'a 
Confluence of all this World's Good flow» -: 
ing in npon them. They are better that -; 
enjoy the Houſe of God amdng them, «tb?.- 
they are ſtraitened in other ontward Things, = 
than they which have the greateſt outward * 
Enlargements without it . * of OEM 

God fo orders it, that the Richeſf places 


are very poor upon this account ,' while-Wk-; 
People tho' dwelling in a Barren Land .hltve - 7 
the Riches of Earth and 'Heaveti-both jill...» 


i ho fect Air, pleaſant Situation, fertile 
- Soyl; Havens for Ships, a place of great Trade 


- . and much Reſort, fo that what they have not 


of their own they may bring home ( tho' from 
far ) out of other places; lmagine an Eden of 
all manner of pleaſures and Delights, yet un- 
der all theſ: Conuderations and Circumſtances 
At is a miſcrable place if the Houſe of God be 
* wanting . *That poor ſolitary Pilgrim Jacob, 
lying in the open Air, ha:ing the cold Earth 
or his Bed, and a fone for his Pillow yet the 


place + turned into a Bethel, an Houſe of 
2 


God he fared better than if he had been ac- 
on modated with all the Entertainment that a 
Princes Palace could have afforded him . 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs tho' dwelling in 
Tents, fed with bread and Water without 
the Fleſh-pots of Egype and other good things 
they ſo much longed for, yet being the Church 
in the Wilderneſs, and having God's Taber- 
nacle in the midſt of them, were in a far hap» 
pier. Condition than the Canaanites who 
dwelt in a lard flowing with Milk and Honey 
but no Houſe of God near them . 

 Owr Fathers coming into this Wilderneſs, 
and bringing Chriſt and the Ordinances af his 
Houſe glorg with them, never repentedghemur 
of tþe Exchange they had made, nor-wete fo 
mindful of the pleatant I.and from 'whence 


phe came as to reta thitker again, tho' hot 
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(63) 
« | had opportunities of ſo doing See Heb. 113 
e | 15- Nay the Lord prevented them by turgs 
x | ing the Wilderneſs into a fruitful Land, and \,* 
n | the Houſe of God ſet up and attended will . 
F | make any place fo. After the large De- 
ſcription of that great City given by the 7 
Prophet Ezekiel, we find its real Glory con= 
tained in the name by which it was called * 
Viz. Jchovah ſh-prma, The Temple of the 
Lord and his preſence in the Temple renders 
a place glorious. Never complain of Hard- 
ſhips and Difficulties, the Contideration of the 
Tranfcendent Goodneſs of Gcd to be enjoyed 
in his Houſe ſhould ſwallow up all Difheulties 
whatſoever. Dwelling in Tents of wickedgets, 
nay in the Palaces of the World is to be de- 
ſpiſed in Compariſon of dwelling hete. He - 
that for Elbow-room in the World removes 
from under Word & Ordinances makes a very 
1mpradent Choice. Its Religion, not any nor 
all othe? things that makes a place. It was the 
Preſence, Houſe and Worſhip of God in the - 
Land of Canzan principally that made it the 
Glory of all Lands, the Land of Glory or tne glo- 
rious Laxd (aSit is called Ezek. 2G. 6- Dans. 
11. 16, 41.) Its therefore glorious becguſe 
it is Zanmanuc!'s land Iſa. 8. 8. This Mount, 
Sion fo beautiful a place, becauſe our of Sigp the 
Pifettion of beauty God hath ſoined Pſal.  50.;#+ 


T 
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Prize Goſpel-Ordinafices and Chriſt's pre: 
fence 'in- them as the chiefeſt Glory of our 
} Land, and evermore pray that ſuch Glory may |{> 

alwayes dwell in our Land. of 


6. Then we ſhould above all other Things | a: 
fear loſing a Cay in God's Honſe, yea fear 1o- | at 
=_ the &»:ſc of God and being outed of our |T 
Poficfſion thereof . According, to the value of |; 
a thing is eur Love toit, Deſire to keep it, [ſe 
Fear to loſe.it. Now it being in God's Houſe | x6 
15-2 Thouſand times better than other-wherc; | th 
then we ſhoald be a Thouſand times more afraid | gf 
about that than any thing elſe . It is now a In; 
Time of Fcar with vs, fome fear they ſhall Jt 
loſe this thins, ſome that, and ſome another, | 
but above all -fear and tremble for the Ark, [o 
Faar for the Houſe C Ordinances of GOD, there | x 
38 moſt Cauſe of Fear, we have a Thouſand | 
. times more caule to fear for God's Houſe than 
for our own houles, lands &c. Ww 


| And if we are providentially kept from the | ef 
Honſe of God by Sickneſs or otherwiſe, it | & 
ſaould afflift us more than being kept from our | £ 
oemn-buſineſs. To have loſt a day through any | h: 
inadvertency or ncgleCt of his own, or through | 4 
any Adverſc Providence that has diſappointcd | ex 
him in -his ExpeQation or blaſted his Endea- 
Yeurs, is efictive to an induſtrious man * but |; 
To to | = 


(65) 
to have loſt a day from or in the Houſe of God, 
ſhould be by many degrees more grievous to a 
{erious ſoul ; - nor ſhould our being driven out* 
of our own houſes be ſo yrkſome to us as the 
Lord's piuckirg up ſtakes, or breaking up houſe 
among 13. We live in Times of Plucking up 
ahd puitling down, to be now ſceking greae 
Things for o«r ſelves in the world would be ab-. 
ſurd and blame worthy Jer; 45. but to be 
ſecking the greater things of God's Houſe, and 
to be moſt Thoughtful about the Continuance - 
thereaf, and our dwe'ling therein all the dayes 
of our life, is very bccoming in us, and will be 
no leſs acceptable unto God. The only way 
to ſectre what is our own 1s to be moſt ſolicit- 
ous about the concerns of God's Honfe ; let- 
our Hearts be mainly there, and then we may 
_ the Burden of all other Cares fponrt 

m. 

7. This DoQtrine doth intimate to us with 
what fpirit and Frame we thould go, when ofer” 
we Fo to the Houſe of God viz. with an high” 
eſteem of it, & Expectation of great things int* 
& from it. Value an hour there worth a Thou- 
ſand, and expcCt to receive accordingly. They 
had no more becauie they askr no more Jame 
4+ 2, 3«- and we have no more becanſe we 
expel mo more . There 1s ordinarily fome 

portion between -onr Receivings and onr 
xpectations; and the Rezforr is becauſe Ex- 
EY F petations 
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þ papeQutions ariſing from the ſence of our need 
p the reallizing that there is a ſupply to be 
had, and being accompanied with anſwerable 
ration and Attention, bring us under a 
romiſe. The Text tells us there is a Thou- 
times more to be had in the Houſe of God 

| Than elfe-where, then we ſhould expedt as 
F - Much ag the Word ſaith, and the Lord is not 
wont to fail his peovle of their ExpeCtations 
Pſal. g. 18. The Exputation of the pcor ſhall nor 

_ periſbs, But we may add ſomething further to 
&his in the ſequel. 
'8. Is one Day in God's Honſe better than a | * 
honſand , then the Lord expetts that they 
who dwell in his Houſe ſhould be better and 
ave better than other men. Where much is given 
much -is required. They who live in His 

' Honſe fare better than any others, are known 
above oll the families of the carth Amos 3. 2- 
Hle hath not dealt ſo with ay ther Nation Pſal. 
247. 20. Such have better Liberties, better 
eanes, better opportunities, { a Thouſand 
times better } than thoſe who are not thus fa- 
- voured z and therefore their knowledge, their 
principles, their Hearts and Converſations 

Id be better - If any Heathen have more 


——— 


moral: Honeſty, Sobriety, Love &c. than we, 

* . beware fach do not riſe ap in Judgment againſt 

” 8, condemn and triumph over us in the Da 

| of Accovat, The Lord docs ( and juſtly may ) 
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ed | jook for better Grapes from his Vineys opoft 
pes s Vineyard | 
be | which he had beſtowed ſuch coſtly and carefut 
ble | Hysbandry, and in the midſt of which Himſelf 
* 2 | dwelt, than he could have expetted from the 
w- | Wilderneſs 1ſa, 5. 1,---4. Hence that chide- 


ing and ſtinging Interrogation, implying great . 
as | diſappointment of juſt expectation Y himſelf 
OT | ( the Lord ſpeaking there after the manner of . 
DS | amen ) and unreaſonable, unaccountable Ingra= 
titude ia them ver. 4. Wherefore when I looked 
tO | ;r ſbould bring forth Grapes, brought it forth will 
rapes ? q' ; 
We that have all the Precious and Pleafane 
'TY | things of God's Houſe afforded, and at this 
time continued when it is not ſo with others; 
are better dealt with, and at a Thouſand times 
more chargeable rate maintained than they 
if our Returns be not ſomewhat ſingular, we * ; 
n ſhall never be able to hold up our Heads whem 
ſal. | God ſhall thus interrogate us as he did them , 
tr | and if he ſhould rake away our Hedge and 
nd down our ſtone wail, and leave us to be eaten uſ. 
and trodden down, and forbid the clouds torant 
«pon us ſo that in the Iſſue we be laid waffe wil 
NS | he adds ver. 5,-6. If he ſhould rake away the 
OE | Vineyard from us, and let it out nno others that - 
- N ſhould render bim the fruit in their ſeaſons us Mate! 
= 21- 44» and when be bad done Ml this, refer 
*Y | the matter . co our. own Judgment as he did ex 
"4 theirs 4{«; 5. 3. our Ganſriences would com 
== 0s "To" 
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conftrain ns to fay Righteous art thou O Lora, | 


was angry with Hezc-i:h not becauſe he 
made rio Returns at all ( that ſanQifying Grace 
he had in him would not let him bc altogether 
unthankful ) but it's faid Hezckiah rendered 
not >-- According to the berefits done, ard hence 
Was Wrath upon -him 2. Chroz. 32. 25. His 
Returns were not according to. Expettation ſo 
0.0 to his Receivings as they might 
have been, and there lay the Controverſy . 
We wrong and reflet upon the Name an& 
Houſe of God and the priviledges we enjoy 
thete , under ſo many berrer dryos and better 
things for want of b:tter Converſations, with 
which tho' the Lord may bear long, he wil 
not alwaies. 


- USE. 2. By way of Reproof 
io 
, Hf One Gay in God's Houſe be worth a Thou- 


nt or prattice;, or both, are guilty of 
Sighting ,  Undervalneing or Neglefting the 
fame} and wit i3 lighily efteemet will be 
nexiefted Now theſe are faulty, not only 
for want of\due reſnect to an Juſtirrion of God 
onkffimacd Hip (which ovght alivaies to 
betobſaned 'vwithcrei Voneration;: ay' that 
abe-wliich theiLou igwont. more -effecially 
te Jo}. him wif juztebs God®) hurt fn: ao 
viz: & % = 
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(69) 
to be reproved from the Text under that Nos 
tion as not conſulting their own intereft, while 
they put a flight upon that wherein their great» 
eſt Profit & Advantage is concerned, herein they 
miſs it in not doing well, for themſelves . 


Q. 


And here we may take notice either of a 
Total ( or at leaſt very frequent ) Negle& in 
{ome, 1o as not to come at all, or it they do 
us very rarely; or clſe when they do come 
& | it is not in ſuch a manncr as they wenld if 
they believed there were ſuch profit there 
x | Non-Attendaiice, rare-Attendance, fu ﬆ 
+ | and ilighty Attendance are all of them very ut— 
43 | Tuitable and ynbxcoming ſuch a place and fuck 
Ordinances - | 7 xt IP 

Tiers are ſome whom you ſhall ſeldom ſee 
ta Sermon, at leaſt upon a Leure day; are 
itrangers to the Houſe of God, I cannot ſay 
1. | do not kaow, but may ſay are very rarely four4- 
ir | /7 the. way thither. A molt unworthy thing f _ 
of | that God ſhould ſer up: an Houſe among usz,", 
\« | and promiſe to afford us his Preſence, _—_— 
Ye | US 2 meeting there, and men cann't ah 
ly | heir Hearts to wait on him at the Time td 
od | Piace appointed. That God ſhould make- ſuc” 
to | Preparation for us in his Houſe, and fend to' 
at | 52v1tc us, and teH us he will make us very wel- © 
ty | come there-ts the bet he has, and that he is- 
£& | (ere rauing (0 entertain us and be gracieas 
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- tun, and any ſhould fend him that Anfree | 
- Chat they have no mind to come, or if they do 


Ccome,: it is in ſuch a manner (which the heart- 
Farching and all-ſeeing God obſerves ) as does 
declare that their whole heart is not in the 
work - ' 
To fre the High-way to the Houſe of God 
- mourn if & dy of Contradittion and reading 
in the valty of Viſion becauſe men are 
hrough Perſecution by an Hand of Violence 
Hingvred from walking therein, is a great Af, | 
- ary & matter of ſore Lamentation , but to 
e the High-way thither mourn in a time of | 
Liberty and Encouragement, either becauſe 
when they may they will not walk. therein 
or if they do, it is with much Formality iN 
Indifferency, this is much more a Lamentawen 
as being the great ſin and provocation of the 
Lords Sons and Daughters. When the way 
E 3s blockt up by Perſecution it is but the S»fer- | 
+ axg of Profeſſors ( tho' the lin of Perfecutors ) 
-  byt their own declining when the way is open 
" 3s the £ ſw of Profeſſors. If when God 
_ Jas holds open the doors of his Houſe 
(which are the Gate of Heaven )- they put 
away Etcrnal life from themſelves, that is far 
worſe than to have others keep them off from 
It,, and the meanes of attaining it. For thera- 
ſelvs.to bid Gog depart from them is a ſorer evil 
than for others to bid them depart, from ang 
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wee | And indeed ſach do as it were fay concerning + 
/ do | God, he may be gone ſrom them if he will, 
art- | they care not for the Knowledge of his wayes, 2: 
loes | -nor do they deſire to ſee or be acquainted | 
the | with him. 

Some do this out of Opinion, pretending to . 
have found a better Rule and greater /1ght 
within, and thereupon deſpiſe external Ordi» 
nances, lay them alide as things beneath them- 
ſelves, calling them Forms which reve of 
' their. Attainments have no need of, tho' it is | 
much to be doubted that while they caſt off Ia» 

f ] Nituted Forms ( there is a Form of wholeſome + 
Words, and a Form of wholſome Worſbip alſo) | * 
| they leave themiclves withour Form and { its ts 

eared ) will be found ( as the anCient Chan 1 
was ) alſo void, and darizieſs over the faccs ff 
them too, notwithſtanding all rheir pretences - 
to 2 more-than-ardinary Degree of Ligh 


Of theſe I ſhall ſay little ar preſent, becauſe 

I preſume there are few or none here this 
to hear me: Only this word or two viz. Th 
is a falſe and unfreindly Light within that bd. 
reaves men of the Ligtit of the Word and belp : 
of Ordinances from withont, from whence fit= | 
cere ſouls have alwayes found (. through the + 
Concerrence of the Spirit ) the greateſt Quick 7 
nings and ſafeſt Condutt. If tbe Light . within | 
be darimeſs, ( or lead men info dar and } 
| F 4 keep | 


Ul 


#. 2 
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keep them out of thoſe wayes wherein they | Þ 
might meet with enlightening ) h»w prear is | U 
that darkneſs! It little availes to difpute with | C 
men that are wiſe in their own eyes, and wed- | Ul 
ded to their own wayes ; our beſt wa; of Ar- | P 
gueing with ſuch is praftical, iz. by to Prize- | tl 
1ng, Valuing, Uiing rhe Ordinances of God's | © 
Houſe, as that our Proficiency 7:4: them and 
Beneht by them may be even in their Conſei- 
ences a Teſtimony for them, which wi!] be 
wanting if we thar nſe then live no better than 
they that uſe them not. *Th1i3 only 1 ſhall fay 
that David ( a ran fa!! of Light and Love ) 
delircd that he might take a leaſe of the Houſe 
of God to dwell in for kis Life-time Pai. 27. 4. 
And Chriſt pomited that in the way of Preaching 
& Baptiſm (and Þy I:se reaion ai other Ordi- 
nances of his Houſe ) he would be with them 
Io the end of the worid; & therefore the Com- | 
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mand to wait on him in ſich Inftitutzons, and 
the proiniſe of his preſence and Blcling upon 
"ſo waiting, concerns us in theic daics, and will 
thoſe that ſhall ſnccecd 1s fo long as the world 
"Haſts. Know alſo that no Chriltian is or ſtall 
'be ( rexlly and according to Rule I mcan, what 
'gver he may through any miſtake cenceive) 
above Ordinances whilſt bercath Heaven . 
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Others ſce no Glory in God's Honſe, fird no 
Good, Get no profit thereby, and therefore 
Es negle(t 
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neglect it, an Objetion long azone made by 
thetn, and Anſwered by the Prophet Aalaent 
Chapt. 3. ſomething has been already ſpoken 


 thereunto , I ſhail add a few words more. 


Poſlibly their own experience may tel them fo, 
they uſing Ordinzaces ( when they did uſe 
them ) with their wonted flightineis and For» 
mality, found no profit in them, and thereupdn 
gave over; Ilaving the blame upon the Ordi- 
nances which w:s only ſiſtly chargeable upon 
their Formality and Hypocrine in the yſe of the 
Ordinances. 8 _— 
And here note that Chriſt himſelf gives that 
as the true Reaſon of their worſhiping-God in 
vain /at. 15. 6, 9. Rot-becatie it was a vein - 
thing to worſhip Scd, bur becauſe they did not 
worſhip him in a right manner, they were Hy- 
pocrites ver. 7. and they did draw migh ian - 
with their month ana kunour him with their lips 


but their heart was ſar for: him, and therefore 


* did they worſhip 1 in vin. Tt is no fign that 


the Things in God's Houſe are not Good * 
Things, belt Things, yea a -Thovſand tinſes 
better than other things, becauſe they are not ; 
ſo th thee, No, no, it remains an everlaſtifig + 
Truth - that there are fr and mirrowed 7 hings * 
in the Honſe of God, thy they may ſeem to Þ&. 
dry, ſapleſs and uniavory Things uato thee + 
There 1s Divine Glory and Peaury rbcre theft 
thou ſee it 39t, and it it be hidden from _ 
OY 
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FE &erable Diſtance, or if there be any thing of 


F boay( cjpeciaily if it meets with a great Indiſ- 


-- 


| gocſt up and down the world with the black 
mark 


4 know God will have mercy and not ſacrifice, but 
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thou mayſt with trembling Heart and Hands | 


furn to the 2. Cor. 4. 3. and there read thy 
preſem Condition at leaſt ( however God may 
in mercy enlighten thee afterwards ) If onr 
Goſpel be hid it x h1d to them that are loſt, Thou 


a loſt man npon thee. If that be true 
that God's word doeth Good to them-that walk up- 
tightly Mic- 2. 75- what mayſt thou judge of 
thy ſelf tro whom it docs no good? Do not there- 
fare forbear to come becauſe-thou haſt hither- 
to found no _ rather prepare thy ſelf ſo 
to come as that tnou maycſt find that profit 
which is there to be had, and which others 
have experienced. 

.. Some out of ſloth cannot endure to take 
Pains to come, at leaſt if they are at any conli- 


Pifficulty therein . A little Indiſpoſition of 


itioa of {pirit ) ſhall be excuſe enough, and 
> a little unſeaſonableneſs of Weather. &c.. 


et men beware they do not put a cheat upon 
themſelves : Self-deceivers are the worſt De- 
£eivers, and that principally in ſuch momen- 
tous matters as theſe are. Sloth is full of ex- 


caſes, and Lillleſsneſs furniſhed with preten- 


ces » ASluyggardis wiſer 1m bis own concert than 


jevin men 23:1 cap rexatr a Reaſon, Pro. 26. 16+ 


Dog 
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ids | Boe thus in thy outward Concerns and ſee if 
hy | thou be. not c/oched with raggs Prov. 23. 21, 
ay | Do nox plow by reaſon of 5 Cold, refuſe to ſow 
2 # | becauſe of the Wind, and to Reap-from re» 
ou | gard to the Clouds, or to goc to Seca for fear of - ? 


ck | aStorm and try what will come of it. If trifle- 
ue | ing excuſes ſhall-keep men from the Houſe of 
'p- | God while they can run all Hazzards for ac- 
of | compliſhing their woridly Deſigns, think what 
re- | God now des and an enlightned Conſcience 
T- | one day Til! judge of ſuch a Frame. . 

ſo Others ( if they would ſpeak it out, which 
ht | for ſhame they dare not in words, tho' their. 
rs | praftice ſpeaks it loud enough ) love vain Come 
pany , Drinking, Gameing, &c. better than 4 
ke | a Sermon. Alas for the Atheiſtionl blindneſs 4 
ſi- | and bruitiſh Senſuality that appears in ſuch an #5 
of | Humour! Is any Company better than that + 
of | of God Father Son and Spirit ? is any Fellow- 
{- 4 ſhip in the world like the Communion of 7 
4 | Saints? Any drink like the wine and milk angs* 
'» | Water of Life that ig here freely offered to 

at | thee? Is there any Gaz: ſo pleating and-pro» * 
n | fitable as that Work whereby thou mayſt win: 
>- | Chriſt? ls there not more refreſhment and : 
= | Sweetneſs in a Sermon than in a Napp t. 
- | Propound theſe and ſuch like Queſtions teri * 
= || ouſly to thy ſelf, and then ſce if thine own Con- - 
n [| Kience: will not be thy Reprover and Judge . 
) © : p 
& 
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Some plead Buſineſs, Farmes and Merchane 
dize, they have many things to doe and can« 
not tend to hear the Word of God. We have | 
ſpoken ſomething to this Objetion already , | . 
and therefore {hal} paſs it briefly now . Only. | : 
conſider, If a King or chict Ruler ſhould come | 
to our Toirn, and fend tor us immediatly to 
come before him, & we ſhould ſend him word | * 
we could not tend to come, think how he |: 
would take it; eſpecially if he aſſurcd ys that ke 
cam2 out of rreat kindneſs & reſpect to us and 
that he had great proferment & pifts to beſtaiy 
vpon vs, tnar he four for vs out of good will, 
ar'd that our vaiting npon him ſhould be nn- 
tpeakably ito our advangg?, how ſhould we 
befo9! our 1-!ves for loling {ich an opportuni- 
rr! Wh; iris, and infinitly more than ſo. 
It would be droadtul if it: ſhoild be any mau's 
lott under the Goſrel to be damned becauſe he 
conld not tend to be faved, and yet undoubt- 
edly it will ie the caſe of wany who will gvcr- 
laftingly periih becanſe they could nor ſpare 
the Time tro their ſecular afſairs and fenſu- 
al pleaſures to work 0:4 their ora Sal vation by 
induttrious 2pplying themſelves to the Uſe of 
a!l mens that God has appointed for the ſame, 
The promile in the Text of the getting the 
good of a Thouſand daycs in one does fully 
avſxer th: Objettion , and lgave no room for 
an excute. 


. jc - 


# 


and receive his loading of Gold and Jewels 
which he might have for the tetching, we 
ſhould fay of him he were pray wiſe and poiind 
feoliſh , , If you do not believe the Word of 


Ged is betrer than Thonſands of Silver and 


Gold, what doe you with your $ibles? why do 
you hear and read ſuch Books, that ye account 
full of Fables and Untruths ? It they be true 
why do you not at accordingly ? you muſt 
deny the Scripturcs*or you muſt. value and 
attend upon the Word preached . 


You ſay yon would come hyt your world- 
Ivy bulineſs wili not ſuilcr you, ut feving « 
then that if you lad a proſpect of worldly 
Profit before you, vou would put if for a 
ſhare. And I verily believe that if every 
perſon in Town might be well allured of rc- 
ceiving Ten of Twenty ſhillings a day thag 
comes to Lecture, and wcre ,preſent before 
it began , continued till all the Service were. 
over, and kept wakeing all the Time too , 
the money to be paid him as foon as he went 
out of the door, we ſhonld bave our Howley 
crammed and Seats croudcd, e:ery vacant 
corner filled , you frould ſrarce {od a ian 

"#1 


7. %s 
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 [treets, nor Taverns, no! 
8 rould men have their Chil 

* wo play or work at home, if wore { 
” Gain -ta be gotten in two houres time here, 
& Now what a low, carthly ſpirit doth this diſco« 
:- ver, and how unkindly muſt Chriſt needs take 
It to have his Houſe and Ordinances thus baſc- 
"ty undervalued ! ſhould not men's Greedineſs 
of worldly. Gain and {niciſcnelg. thereabout 
convince them df this Duty? | 


# 


{- 


- 
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__ 
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* Yon open your Shops every day, you riſe in 

the mormng ( or ſhould do 7ſel. 104. 22, 23+) 
Land go to your labour antil thc cucring , you go 
* to Change every day, and obſcrve your hours 
| There to meet and confer about your. Occali- 
> . bns, to enquire Newes, diſcourſe of Afﬀairs and 
* gilpatchBuineſs, and ſurcly your Buſineſs for 
Heaven deſcrves es much Time and Thought- 
g.* fulneſs. | 


"And it heightens the matter of Reproof when 
-- Men will not only tot come to a Sermon, but 
* Fit it their ſhops ( perhaps in a worſe place ) 
- and that in view ot the place of Worſhip , 
will be walking the ftrects, and driving their - 
Teams to and fro jult by the Meeting-houſe 
- fide, and that in. the fight of the Congregati- 


on are allembicd to worſhip God, $0-the 
| grear- diſhopcur FE od ON oils 4.1 


$=/ 


-| Ganſciences ;. ſurely it is not a Thing comets 4 

"4 | cogh to follow Phil. 4. 8.) This caſts a Re« 2 
Te - | fieftion napon our Worſhip in the ſight of the 
fo, | Heathen among whom we dwell, it puts'a ve- 


ake pf eſteem upon it, and is matter of Scan- : * 
a | unto the prophane & carnal one, GED. 4 
1efy | hardned mn their evil way and rmed. int 
their Atheiftical Opinions about God and his 
Worſhip, when they ſee us wh6 profeſs higher 
to carry it with ſuch unſeemlineſs and diſre- 
ſpe toward the ſame . - 
3.) If there were »0 open viſion among us the 
go Word would be more precions as it was with } 
: | them 1. Sam. 3. 1- If the Enemy were be- - 4 
tween ns and the water ( yea and bread'too) ,: 
ind | of Bethlehem we ſhonld /o:g more for-it, and +? 
for | fake more pains after it. But the Word,is 
br. | commonly preached and fo lightly eſteemed, _ ' 
| to bc had and therefore low-prized. So was 4 
Manna ( tho' Angels food ) when rained about . 
the Camp every day, and called = Manna. 
The Lord grant that our making fo light of ir 
e ) | ay not provoke Him to ſend a Famine of *| 
Heariug the Word among us Amos 8. 11 ox 


fo 2 Obj. 1 know what ſome will ojey heh We. 

. | that "1 lay more ſtreſs upon Lettures & tne; © 
he and mge the Attending them with more firs. y ft 4 
p:.| then i; neceſſary, are they not to gttend m__ pry L 
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futticular Callings diligently and laborjouſly Þ 4s 
they not Jorve God therg as will as in'their General 
Calling ? what, nidy they Tot upon ahy actount 
#iſs a Letture Ec, ; | 
Anſw. | Do I ſay more than my Text faith ? 
In8 a bertcr than a Thouſ=:id, and is not 
Time beſt ſp{nt where there is Gich odds in 
Pint cf profit? will not Prudence dire&t 
every mail to gore the beſt he can for his own 
beſt Advantage? I know there may be juſt 
reaſ5n to abicnt from « Lecture, as the Caſe 
may 6c, avd would not tierifore make that ab- 
ſointely ncccliary viii God, hath not 'made 
ſo. Ail that I would 35 that men beware they 
deal nut deevitiully vith God nor fallaciouſly 
with themtel: es by ailcc;insg that for a Cauſe 
which is not fo, and will not pais with God for 
a Cauſc row, nor with iow cm Conſcience when 
It COIRTS tO IC 7 $0 id, l et all tnen in theſe 
inatters ſo deal as becomes thoſe that make 
the Knowicdge of Cod in Chriſt their Life e- 
ternal, Colmunion ond Fellowſhip with Him 
in all the ws; es of his appointment their Hap- 
Fineſs,, that Fave ſubordinated all other things 
'to his Glory, ani nfade Dwelling 11 his Houſe 
their On@th:g-: and {9 &s they may practical- 
I; devojiſtfate that they do unfeigneilly believe 
and realize the Truth of this Text . © 
Let-them fcc thar rnder any pretenſe whatſo- 
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fenſugh” or tovetons ſpirit in themſelves; #6 > 
juſtly ne the good Spirit of God ig thems 
ſelvesr others. Be ſure that the Houſe of 


God and the Concerns thereof have ' in our 
Hearts ( and let it alſo be manifeſt in our A&- 
ions ) a deſerved precedence before our 'own' 
houſes and the Aﬀeairs thereof. $0 live, ſo at 
as that it may be evident that God's Worſhip 
has the preeminence with us. Keep up the 
Honour of his Houſe by longing and panting 
for it, and rcjoycing in heart when it ſhall be 
iaid to us Come let us goe up thither. 

Do bunt ſhew ſuch an AfﬀefAtion 0 and Delight 
in God's Houſe as God's people have been all 
along Characteriſed by, and our Souls good 


and Edification may be promoted by, and that 


is the ſumme of what is intended by this Diſ- 
courſe, and with any thing lelle than this we 
thall not be able to approve our ſelves to the 
Heart-ſearching God that we do truly, cordi- 
ally love ri* h. bi: ation of his Houſe and the place 
where his Horour dwclis Pſal, 76. 8: : 


Furthgr, here alſo are to be reproved thoſe 
that if they do come, thcy-come with their bo- 
dies only withoat their Hearts , let their 
Hearts run after their Covetouſnefs while with 
their Bodies they fit likg God's people : Such 
dot the Work of the Lord deceittuily and their 


F . - "Ro 


| 98 upprofitably. 


d © ARSE IG We EF > Þ I  \ wA An. a. 


4 : : h "TP 
Fd * - 25, ot "'$ 2} % 
2 . « Wu BY” 7 S. 
( $i ) F 3 4-73 ag 
a 


- Q - 
_— 
o % 


+; 


£ 
3 
as | 4 
© 


. .* 
(82) | 
Soth heartleſs ( however they may ſeem ſpeci - 
ous ) Services wiil not excuſe them from that 
Denunciatiqp and Curſe of Deceivers Adal. 1. 
14. Who have a /ale in the Flock, but ſacrifice a 
corrupt thing . The Excellent things that are 
there deſervedly call for all the Soul, Heart, 
Mind and might to be implpycd thereabour, 
_ rhe contrary 15 very fooliſh and unwor- 
- 
Again, If one dey in the Houſe of God be worth 
4 Thouſand they may not paſs without Reprc- 
henſfion who tor want of Care and Heed loſe 
any part of this precious Time by coming late, 
after that fo profitable Worſhip of God is be- 
gun. Did men indced Þeleeve and conſider 
that there is ſo much good to be gotten, the 
Conſideration of the profit, ſhould make every 
one {trive to be foremoit, to be at the Þecin- 
ning of ſo good an Exercife. Ie are ai here 
preſent before God weil became thoſe Hearers 7. 
10. 33- and they got well by their ready At- 
tendance, the Holy Choft fell on all them that 
beard the Word ver. 44 To be watching and 
' waiting at Wifdom's g.:tes ard poſts has Bleſſing 


pramiſet Pro, 8. 34. Not to be at the be- 


ginning of a Sermon is a great diſadvantage 
to him thar makes Information and Edification 


his Bufitieſs : And ro be abſent from the Pray- 


er bctore the Sermon tis to miſs an Ordinarice 
Akat firs vs for Hearings and by which the 
Ew. Word 


il. 
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(6) - 
Wotd: herd comes'to be ſanttified t6 us. if 
the Whole by ſo good, he corſrlts ill for him- 
ſelf that loſes any part of it . 


Again, Sleeping at a Sermon is hereby conderim< ; 
'ed, the wotth of a Day or an Hour in God's 


Houſe affords matter of ſharp Reproof to them 


that cari ſleep away any part of it. What can : 


you not watch with Chriſt one hoxr? , Men do fiot 
uſe to ſleep when they are receiving mony. A 
mani that 15 ſtanding betore the Judge while the 
Seritence of Abſolution or Condemnation is 
pronouncing will certainly keep his eyes opet! 3 
why, of no leſs importanee 1s our being at # 
Sermon, where we are betore God the Judge 
of all, 2nd hearing thoſe werds by which we 
ſhall be judged at the Lait day. How they cart 
be ſaid to rake heed how they hear who hear 
themſelves aſleep, would be good for them to 
conſider when they are awake, and might help 
to keep them ſo. They that ſi:ep out a = 
mon will be like the barren Heath of the Wi 
derneſs rhar doe; not ſee when good comes . * And 
it is to be feared that he has bur little ſenſe of 
the Worth of that Ordinance or cx tion of 
benefit by it that can allow himſelf in ſuch a 
Depottment under it; a due Eſteem of it , 


with ſuirable Expe&aucn fre it would teach 


him better . ©::ting, aſleep while the words of 
erernal life are dipenling is not Sirring like God s 
teople, Men may be awake and jet lictle the 

| © a | better 
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(34) 
better, but they may cond that.what time 
was ſlept away was loſt Time. He that gazes 
or fleeps away ſoine few Sentenc&, may there- 
by incapacitate himſelf ſor underſtanding the 
whole Liſcourſe. Houwcver, poſſibly that word 
may .then be a ſpcaring which would have 
fuited thy caſe. and reached thy Heart if thou 
Hadit been awake to hear it, avd ſuch a vyord 
it may be thou ſhait _ never” have an opporiuiny 
of hearing again. Yeu have or may have in 
your hands * an awakning Diſcourſe of God's 
exemplary Juſtice upon ſlecp- 
* XMr. Mather's ing Z#tic:.us. God may doe 
Sermon wpon fo by thee, when he finds thee 
Aft. 20. 9. ina cdcep fecp at a Scrmon, 
he ray makc it- a dead-flecp 
to thee, and may Tufficiently vindicate himf{clf 
d; rendring that Reaſon 7 will ve ſardlifiea 1 
them that cone :.igh me, ind before all the prope 
Y will be gl:rifcd, Levit. 10. 3- How that 
Word ſhould prove a Savorr of life to thee 
which thou didit fleep at the hearing of 1 can- 
Not imagine, and if not a Savour of life, whe- 
ther it 1s not like to be 4 Savor of death, do 
thou conſjder . Did you ever hcar of a poor 
Indigent perſon, that being ſcnt for by ſome 
grect rich mat! toTecelve fone bountiful, libe- 
ral Dole at tis hands fell fall allecp while take- 
ing it? 75,-the Hopes of a ſraall Alms will 
KORj;C 2 BAN Wiich ail look . 
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:-Agaia®thoſe- that are quite tired if the Sers 
mopexceed *ſomewhat the uſual. length, and 
inwardly think if they do nor openly tay: what 
4 wearineſs is it | Such do not carry as if they 
believed and realized this Text.” *© + 

If you were brought to an heap of Gold and 
licenſed for. an hours titie to -tell it over , 
and were fo hare tor your own 2s much. as you 
could tell, yon would not think the Glaſs- 
too long, nor account your ſelves wronged if 


permitted to take part of another Gtaſs, nay, 


a whole one; is not God's word better than. 
Thouſands of filver and Gold ? Can'you fit - 
hour after hour in vain Company drinking and 
telling ſtories and never think the time long, 
and is a Sermon too long for you ? _ I remem-- 
ber a Sojſemn Word once delivered by that 
2reat man of God, now with Ged, Mr. Richard 
Auer, Tou ( faid he) that think the Fime long 
at a Sermon, will think, the Time long 40” Hell- \. 
An@ hence it is viz. becauſe men are weary, ' 
they cannot ſtay till Sermon be-caded, or at 
leaſt with-draw before the prayer atrer Ser- 
mon, and the Bleſſing in the cloſe of al}. * Does: 


this become thoſe that think one day in God's © --. | 


Houſe worth a Thouſand ? Is Chriſt Tpeaking 
to you, and have you not the patience tochear” 
him out ? Has Chriſt procured a liberty'for-* 
us to come before God and ay A" 
2 ave - 


; * (8) "FS 
have to fay ( which is the imporvuf-ahe But: 
word Hev. 4. 16. )and ſhall we EA 
nough to heay pert of what he has to ſay? Be+ 
ware that becauſe he ſpeaks and we regard 
mot, he do not retaliate to us accordingly, that 
we ſhould ſpeak and call and cry, and .he not 
regard or hear us . - Remember the foxementi- 
aned Example AF. 106. . CorzelieS and his 
Com were not only got together and wait- 
Ing for the coming of Perer ver. 24. But they 
at: themſelves as Aſſembled before God, 
and their Buſineſs was to hear «// that the Lord 
had commanded to he ſpoken . _ 
_ It is g great ſkght put ypon a Friend- that 
out'of compaſſion to us, ſeeing us in a danger- 
Tat whey Brioaty ditonring ye thequakees 
is very ſeriouſly diſcourting ys 1 out, 
and we tell him he naſcar bore or elſes we 
anuſt be gone, and in the Iſſue got away before 
He has done. If a man ſhould be telling a tale 
> of more than an hour long, eſpecially if there 
| Þeany thing of Wit and pleaſure in it? you 
n't chaſe hut hear ant his ſtory; and if q 
-ſtander ſhould add a paralle} as much longer 
many perſons would hardly get away till he 
wvyere potten to the further end of it . Doey 
Tot 2 Dijccurſe of God and Chriſt and thy 
great Salvation, deſerve the beit of thy Atten- | 


On 2 | 
"Dor if mea make a Gaſt ( and an —_ 
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. iris-chrongh through their nacaſineſs i 
Op" pe: Anpco per arte be ended, then what: 


and wearineſs )oþ 2 
"vt of -the Meeting-houſe, 2s if it bad + 
been # Priſon to them, and they were glad of * 
a Goal-delivery ! ———— noiſe, tp 
the great diſturbance of thoſe that ſain would: . 7 
but by your mcanes cannot joyn in the remain-, ? 
ing Exerciſe !. - " 
Toſuch let me ſay, What" have you no need 
of a prayer afcer Sermon that God would write 


in your what hath been ſounding in 
your* ears? Does not God deſerve to be at- 


knowledged and praifed for the liberty of 
Sermon, and do not your ſouls need a prayer. - 
to him that alone is able to teach you to profit, 

that his labour in ſpeaking and in hearing 
may not be jn vain? And in ſpecial how dare : 
you turn your backs upon the Bleſſing, has the -* 
Lord appointed & Authorized bis Miniſtefs to . ; 
bleſs you in bis Name, and are you in much : 
haſt that you cannot ſtay tg hear it and-ſhare im. 
it? Beware leſt God ſay of you ( as of him Zfal, * 
109. 19- ) becauſe you delighted not in | 
ang, ſalet-it be far from you. Why the good 
of all you have done depends vpon a Flellins | 
and can you be +conteut to goe away wathout ; 
that? $7 <2 1 

See what a great Thing the Loed makey of 


the Prieſt's pronouncing a Bleflin 6+ 
22, to 2$. On thus wi fon Faſo the Obie. 


® 1) | Rr 

: Children of Iſrael feyine 'Fc.” wd after the 
Bleſſing adds, 7 hey ſh.ill put my N.emievigen"thes 
and 1 will bleſs them. ' Note alſo how' Soldmoen 
In that —- Solemnity 1. King V.. and after 
ayer /tood- and bleſt --. the Congreoation, and 

. It's faid he bleſſed all the Congregation, then 
; They did not eroud out as ſoon as the prayer 

'_ wasend<d, but they all ſtayed to hear and par- 
Xake in the ſame, and it was worth their la- 
bour. To be commended to the Grace, | ove 
and Fellowſhip of God Father Son and Sprrit 

1s certainly worth the ſtaying for, and that 
minute while you are waiting for and receiv- 
Ing the 'Bleſſing will bring them a Thouſand 
times more profit than thoſe that flight and 
neglect the bleſiing uſually get the while- » 


. . Let me further ask ſuch perſons 
. Whaat come yon to the Hovſe of God for ? 
what was your Errand thither ? and have 
you. got that you came for, that makes you 
with-draw before the Worſhip of God be 
finiſhed ? Did you come to draw near to God, 
| £0 ſec his goizos wn 1ht ſunfiunry, and to have 
- Fellowſhip with him there: did you ſee and be-- 
 Tlievethat- ene day in God's Hove is worth a 
Thouſand, and have you found it ſo? why fo 
weaty then, why ' in ſuch. Haſt fo be pore ? 
thoſe-that have metavith ſome Taſts wonld be 
for moxe ,*if the Beginning was. faces you 
wauld 


| ; would haverſtayed to the latter. end. 
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comes-for Chriſt to -an Ordinance, whether 
he meet him' or meet him not at his Entrance 
thereupon, he will ſtay by it; if he meet hint, 


the ſweetneſs. of the enjoyment will detain 


him, if he meet him not, the hopes that h6 n 
enjoy him will keep him waiting . If Chri 


appear to him in his glory, he will {ay it is | 


good being here, if Chriſt as yet appear not, 
he will account it worth his Labour to continue 
his attendance in expectation 'thak he may”. 
The ſincere ſecker cannot be ſatisfied withort 
finding, the true finder will think he hath never 
found enough, and therciore will not goe away 
ſo long as there 15 any hcpe of finding *more. 
He will fay with himſelf, who can tcll bur the 
laſt word in the Sermon, the laſt c:aulſe im the 
prayer, of. the Bleſſing in the cloſe of *the 
whole may be intended by God as a. ſpecial 
Bleſſing to mee? and accordingly during the 
whole time of the Duty will kcep himſelF in 
the way of the Bleſling, ; 


% 


Again if any ſhould come to Meeting only for 


a name, to get and keep a Reputation for Re- 


ligion, truly if you think you have made your * 


market aud done yonr ertand. | doubt you wz 


find your ſelves miftaken ; ſucli'a difor Es 


and unfeaſonable With-drawing will | 
your Credit and lefſen your Ettcem among 


He" that * 


3s 


» 


' ghera that are ſerious and judicioms:-” * * 


- +, They are to be Reproved who tho! they pre- 
rend to much Devoyuon, come to theHoule of 
God ang / there lite Gods peopie, yet while they 
Offer the Jame- and the bliz4 unto God, reſervi 
the Male in the ficck for their better friends, dif- 
Lover their Inſincerity unto the Heart-Search- 
ing God, who curſes ſuch deceivers ( Mal. r. 
:14+ ) however cynningly and fairly they may 
carry i before men, The Loxd tells the Pro- 
phet Exckicl Cap. 33: 31- what a fort of Hear- 
ers he had, who both look'd and fate, ſpoke 
and in their outward behavior carried it like 
his people, b«t their Hearts went after their Co 
werouſneſs., Their Hearts were in their Houſ- 
£5, Fields, Shops, in cloſe purſnit of their 
aworldly Concerns under the Cloak of Exter- 
nal Worſhip. God expetts the Heart, if we 
give bim nor that, he reckons he hath'nothing ; 
3f be has the Heart he can overlook many In- 
Srmities and Detects, . while the moſt ſpecious 
Appearances and faireſt Pexformances without 
. . the Hezrr, 2rc but bodily exerciſe and Lip-lz- 
++ ÞDour, litt!c profteble to theraſelves, Þat high- 
i vaking umo God. Such Perfons give 
; only the Skir for the Sacrifice, the lame, 
*% » feeriing Services inſtead of the far o! 
heart-Obcdiecce, and tac Lord gives thera a: 
good as by” bring, rewarding ezopry Profeſli- 
on: 
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E ns with as empty ExpeRations. They % 
| are detcived that idk God will be od 
| he doth not only ſee men, but ſee into mem 3 
'| and-through them, and all thoſe dytits will 
'| be found:too light for his acceptance that baie 
not the heart going with them in the perform- 
ance. . 
1 It was a pleaſant fight Zxk. 12. 1. to fee 
fal. r, | ws = crowding togetker to hear the 
7 may | Word of God, infamygh that they trod ang. 
e Pro-.| upon another ( and one would think it ſhouk 
Hear. | be common. among us where the people are-{o 
ſpoke | numerqus, and the acceſs to the Ordinanceg 
t like | Jo cafe) but yet even then it is obſervable that. 
Co j| Chriſt began with a caution againſt Hyporrils, . 
Houſ- ] L Bewere of Hypocriſie ] is a Text fit to be - 
their | preach'd on before the meſt zeaious and full 
:xter- | Auditory . Look diligently that the ſngke of 
if we | Hypocrifie lurk not, lye, not: hid among the 
ving; | talleſt and rankeft herbs of a forward 2} 
y In- | ſfgon. Worſhiping of Gd and coming coll 
cious | ſtaiitly to his Houſe is like the A caries | 
thout | Oyntment, very odorifercas and grateful, 'on- 
p-!8- | ly the dead Fly of Hypocgilie will ſpoil the Sa- } 
ugh- | vour of jt, and make us to loſe all that we _ 
give | have wrought thercabout, "® 
me, £2 
arof | USE 3. In the laſt place ghjs Dodtrine may be | 
2 as | improved by way of Exhortation, 2nd we*arg ' 
elli- | from. bene Fxcited unto theſe three Duties, * 
—_ we . Firſt + 
"7 F 
de ; 


oy 
bo _- « G P " 
KJ 
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LE To Prize the Houſe of God-after the:cade 
E- Fivet.in-the Text. © 25.2. $6: 


F + 1I.-That we thereupon carefully. aread ths, 
5 you and this will follow or th FREE 
, .Þ LE: That we fo carry it towards And/under. 
. thoſe Ordinances as that we may find the- 
>, Fruth of this Text in our own Experience , 
| Which is the genuine. fruit of: our -being ſincere 

- the two foregoing dugyes. > * -- © hn 

De ibs on Ins : ks A&A 4 : 
- Et." Thos prize the Liberties and. Priviledges' 

-, of God's Honſe', labour to tclieve . that One 

| diy in'God s Flo ic is worth a Thouſand,: mf do- 

* 8g thou wilt ſhew & David-like heart,/an heart 
| after: God's own Heart. Indeed David was 
' taught the worth by the want of God's Houſe: 

the Lord grant we ;nay learn at a cheaper + 
+ 'wivally our Dulineſs puts him upon ſuch kind- 
; of Diſcipline . We may well and. ſafely. take 
; them at. the price God has ſet them, .they ares | cc 
not prized too high. . $77 E 


E ..-2. So prizing the Hoyſe of God, attend it hi 
-» accordingly ,. .Ficre is moſt profit to be had fc 
| and' therctore omit no ſcaton of - being; here, ut 
- Wait dayly at Wiſdom's poſts. You may buy | #* 
” Gold teoadear, but ghe Liberties of God's Houſe . | @ 
- you cannot hu; to dear, their fruit u (betrer 

| thay Gold. and theig &cvenie 1/120 ag "=: ls 
7 Te: 1; 


> 
* » 
& 
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Fl Tabs, with-34. Thokyou fhould! 


—_—_ % 


d expence you-wll have a good 


+Let-not any Ordinary: Buſineſs divert you "> 
from aStrmon. Make- Conſcierice of Us 
every -Oppertunity to work while - the Day 


And here let me far _ chat Bulineſs.hi 
ers you from a Sermon: that would not hi | 
- you from @ Feaft, a merry-mecting, from” en] 
ceiving mony, from ſpending an hour or 
with a friend that had ſent for you, or co 
to Vilit you, from making a good Bargain & 
I ſay if kept from a Sermon by thoſe occaligns 
whicly weuld not have kept you from-4heſe, you 
1 will not bs able to anſwer it to God nor te 
vour own judgment and Conſciences neither, 
when they. come to-.be. Scrious' and Conſi- 
| derake. * 
Then call upon one another, exhort and ets 
COUrage- ONE 200! i, Be ſay” come let us.goe to the 
Houſe of Goa, VoOU tua: Pave. CVEr * taſted the 
ſweet of God's Wcrv.. co: ben made joyful in 
his Houſe of Prayer. te}i otacrs what ypu have 7 
found, your Example anc Council may be of + 
uſe to dras, ©Lbers along in you, fog which |; 
they will thank Fly: nl (24 will reward Jay Rr | 

er day. - 4 - 


3+ SO Mend + «upon od in his. Mou t 
Fe E. pct enc 9 Wa; teitifie to the i —Y 
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bf this Text and Doctrine, viz. That One'day 
here is worth a Thouſand, rhat you may be 
able to ſay as we have heard, ſo have we ſeen 
 Intthe Houſe of God , we have heard that there 
is great profit and Gain there to be gotten, and 
we have found it ſo. - Do not content your 
ſelves ( as many Co) that you have been there, 
tur encvire what you have done and gotten 
. there. To foe in a Round of Duties, Sccret, 
Private, Publique wichourt making any pro- 
treſs or petting eny profit, is in it ſelf irrati- 
onal and unto ood very provoking. You are 
8217s rÞ io the Houſe of God to ſpend a day 
fore him there, now fee that it prove a good 
day to vou. tht vou ma; have the good of it 
— your felves, this cvght to be every one's 
are. 

You would think your fclves much to blame 
af being in extream Want you ſhould come to 
A pientiful mat ket where all manner of ſupplies 
are offered you freely, arid you carry home no- 
thing with you: And yet how often hath ma- 
ny an Hearer come into God's Houſe and tar- 
ried till the Sermon was ended, but carried a- 
way not one penniworth of ſpiritual good, 
fſoul-benefit, and it may be not Þ much 25 af- 
Ated or troubled to think on it. 

How did the Spouſe behave het ſelf whe 
her Beloved* was with-drawn ( Carr. 3. 1, to 
$. ſhe riſcs, goes about, ſeeks, enquires - 
Wats 


__ 


Ms 


| 


| 


Watch-men, never reſts till 'ſhe had 


(95) . "ol 
founs 2} 
hims and then held him faſt and brought him » 
home with her . 'Fis Finding Chriſt in his 
Houſe that is the profit of onr day's work, 
that renders Time ſo advantagioufly ſpent, an 
therefore this ſhould be ſincerely aym'd at, and 
ſtrenuouſly endeavoured by every one that 


-| comes thither. This was /4ary's Caſe Job. 


20. 1, ----- 16. ſhe got up early and her buſi- 
nels was not to fee the Sepuichre where Jeſus 
was laid, or the linnen Clothes and Napkins 
in which he was wrap. but to ſee Jeſus himſelf, 
her Lord waz in her l;cart, and to fee Him was 
her Errand, hence when others went away * 
with no other light than the Grave and linnen, 
ihe waits and weeps and looking into the Grave 
there ſees Angels, unto whom ſhe glaves this 
reaſcn of her weeping. becanſe her Lord wes 
carried away, and turning about enquired of 
the ſuppoied Gardener for her Lorg, and being ;; 
tus earneſt and unfatisfied in her Enquiries * 
at laſt ſhe fonnd him. _ 2 
Thus ſhould every one behave himſelf having. 
realized to' himfelf that the Ordinances of 


God's Houſe are wayes of Communion with 


Chriſt 2nd that there lies the good of them, 
he ſhould make that his buſines and be content- 
_ nothing unleſs he attains hs etid: It 

vld'not ſatisfic him that he hath been at the' 
place where Griſt is wont co appear, and _ 


oh he 
rome mT TER WI. 4 
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 * hehath bcen at' the place where Chriſt is worlf 
to Appear, and that he hath been under Qrdi- 
nances in which Jeſus Chriſt is wont to be 
conveied, but he muſt goe and wait with art 
heart fixr for Chriſt himſelf, and ſadly bemoan 
himſelf under a diſappointment there, and un- 
to , ſuch the Lord vill make good that word | 
Iſs. 45. 19. 1 ſaid nc to ils ſeed of Jacob ſeek. 
ye my face in van. . ND 
In no Duties is the Word of God more fo- | 
temn than about thoſe of his Houſe. See the 
dreadful charge to him that preaches 1. Tim. 
6. 13. 1 give toce charge inthe ſight of God 
- who quickeneth all things, ond before Jeſus Chriſt 
Ge. SO aganm 2. Jim. 4. 1, 2. 1 charge thet 
before God ond the Lord Jeſns Chriſt, who ſhall 
gudze tne quick and the dead at his appearing and 
bis Kivgdem, Preach the Word, be inſtant in feaſor 
and out of ſeeſm Ec. In obedience to which 
Command are Lectures ſet up; and can you 
think that you which hear arc not nnder a like 
Charge ? Shall they*that preach be ſo charged 
ts preach & /o preach as in the ſight of him that 
will judge them for their preaching, and may 
you that are to hear think to ſcape the Judgc- + 
ment of God if you hear without Seriouſneſs 
and Profit ? Does not his Striftneſs with them 
that preach, more than intimate that he will alſo 
be exa# with them that hear ? If they mult 
take heed to themielves and their Doctrine 5 
Y you 


x. Aagtic 4. is s 
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ou muſt take heed to your ſelves and yout 2 
eariag. If they muſt ſpeak ſo for matter, and 3 
ananner, and end, as they that look to anſwer * 
it*at the great and dreadful Day ; yoti muſt 
ar upon the like peril. 0 
There is no ſerious preacher of the Goſ 
but goes with an akeing heart about his works 
and when he has preached is ready to condemn” |; 
himſelf for fear teſt he hath nat fo ſpoken as 
he onght to have ſpoken; and I belteye that 
there is no ſcrious Hearer but will ſee cauſe to 
 ask- himſelf, and have l ſo heard as I ought to 
have heard ? | | 
L ct us pray for David ſpirit, AﬀeCtion and 
E-xpcrience, of which there is but little now 2 


. 


&dayes to be found . - 
* Take a few Directions - - 
ws Bec well acquainted with the Being, Na- 


fure, Worth, and Need of your fouls.. 

Know that you bave ſouls, how many live + 
25 if they had none? Conlider alfo they ar@ 
immortal Exiſtences and muſt live for ever. 
Then aquaint your ſ:lves with their Needs » \ | 
liſten to their Cravings, and thiak of what a _ $ 
neceſſity they are in of a Supply. «+» 

Youg ſouls are a Thoufand times better than 
yaur bodies, and therciore Providing for them 
of a" Thouſand times more Conccrhment -. 
SE". | @h; 
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EOh,.an immortal Sonl, cternali Eſtate, and end- | 

* Jeſs Life are momentous Conliderations,. at:d | 

-. Mould be attended accordingly . | 
. [ 


OF 


2.' This being, ſuppoſed, it will neceſſarily | 
follow that you are indiſpenfibly bound to at- 
tend all mcanes that God has appointed for 
the Salvation of your Souls. NegleCting 
' means for ontivard Subliſtence, or bodily Main-+þ 
xenanceewi!l bring you to Penury 3 then neg- 
leting mieanes for. your ſoal's maintenance 
,m1Il iflue :n Ruin and Mifery . 


| 3+ Preis on your {culs the ſtairp of Divine 
Authority that is upon the Ordinances of his 


” » Fiouſe, Here Goa vi 14 be found, & it you ſlight 


| Theſe wajes of his aprointing, he will not be 
found c;©: 'vhere . And be ailured that God 
will not<decaive , >. Here, he hath recorded 
- His Naive, :..4 it yon viait here, you wait un- 
# der a Promiie of a b!cting, aud ſhall Got Wait 
for nothing . 


 * Thencome to the Houſe of God out of Con- 
ſcience, not oat of Cuſtom, nor for any by- 
. Ends, and if you come confcicntiouſly, you 
will come conſtantly, 1 mezn as often as God 
F givesS30u 2! opportunity. I 

To omit one Duty docs bat make way for 
eur ouuitting @.9tter, Once give way to Hin- 
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Einderances and you will never bs without 

m, but they will come in upon you lite 2 

d : Make but a Gap once, and you will 

rce know how or vhen to ſtop it. * Arid who 
- tel but rhe ſeaſon which you loſe mighr 

ave been for your Everlaſting Advantage ?- 
[Fhe'diſcaſed perſons not knowing when the 

ngel wculd come down ard more the watets, 

y thete alwayes waiting to prevent the lols 
fan opportunity; and ſo ſhould we . : 

A pious foul if provideartially detained from 

od's Houſe growes the more hungry after it 3 


ne he want of on2 meal ſharpens his ſtomach an 
us fncreaſes his Appetite for the next; but a car- 
ht Fl heart rho out of {loch and [1:ghrincls neg- 
be fs.it, will grow every day more carlels and 
od Jnconcern'd than other, like a weak ftomachy 
ed he mors it faits the w2re it may- 


* 
4. Get ſuitable preparations for {ach a So- 
mnity . When 7. waz commanded by 
od to goe to £ud 13 voor hip, be advizes is 


m- feople to fur.cwey the ſpraine Toas, wafh hour 
we fprrvots ard be clin Gon. 55.1. 2, 3% Evcry 


pimecs of moment and Im.ociance beſpeaks 
od Feparation. A journy Ly lgr.d, a Yoyage by 
ta, Entertginment of a great fricnd call for 
for . Feparation ; much more then vihon nr work 
n- to meet witi. ard enterizin the Lord of Glo- 
& | at tus Houlc ne is appointed tor a _ 

z Irs AE 
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F. "of meeting with Gods Exad. 20. 23: Henc 
that charge £ccl. 5. 1. Keep thy foot when thou 

geſt ro the houſe of God, and be more ready t9 
y Hil Gc., When there we muſt he ready, th 
there muſt be ſometime taken to make ready 
agd that on penalty of offering the ſacrifices 0 
k fools. He that has ſo great a work to do, and 
#, docs not prepare for ir, does egregionfly play 
the fog]. The; that obſerie their own Heart 
-- _ will find that they arc not ordinarily ſo read 
C. ſo great a work of dawing near to Grd 2 
| y vught to be ; then cither we muſt prepar 
þ or ruſhin withont preparation, and what'i 
a muſick muſt thawaceds be in God's car wher 
the Inftrumear is Qurt of tune ? the danger 
which we had beiter delicve and prevent th 
EXRericnce. * | 

2 


6. Gae thicher with anſwerable Expettati 
'OllSs. We t:rc no beticr ia the Houſe God be 
eauſc wetxpect no better. Ayming too low i 
the way, to mis the mark . If after humb 
Preparation out. hearts are big with Exqects 
tion the Lord will not ſuſfer our Hopes to 
abortive. The e:p:itation of the poor ſhall not pe 
rFijh Pal. 9. 18. Such profit as you have hear 
of is to be had inGod's Houſe, believe it, pr 

.. Pare ſor it, carry your empty veſlc!*, open 
mouthes wide, exp: to have them kled 


E  abey ſoil be filled. Look what yoy need 


> 
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rencaf00d promiſes, and you ſhall not lookin vain 7 
: thou , ' N 
= BW. Let your attendance witcn there, be pro- 


w” J portionable to your expectations in going tht» 
ther . Serious Preparation and great Expect- 
ation will occaſion vigorous Attendatice . To 
come with a ſence of: gr22t need to « place of 
full ſupply, with up-raved Expectations, will 
oblige a man to look viligcntly Icit he goe a- 
Iway without his Errand. C 

The ſervants cf Beubidad ( 14 King, 29. 31g : 
32, 33. ) ſaw what an ill caſe there maſter was + 
in, & had heard that 1/ra!'s Kings were mercle * - 
ful, this gave them encouragement, they pre- 
pared tliemſelves accordinghy, in the capacity 
of p ol humble, periſt.ing, ſclt-je&ting Surpluants, 
Wnag.-id in mot Sibmtiive Language prelented 

[their Requeft beforc 4b, ang then it's faid 
tlicy aid dilituwitly obſerve wicther aigy thing 
Toald come from him, and did nafpily catcin 
it, und accordinly obtained their - Dare - 


eady 
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at'il 


;here 


= Vi, know that 1. have far greater encour- 
e&tal 74SEMent to wait upen Gol in j:1s Houſe, we 
any" 1:4vC an Invitation wr:ch they had not, we 


k2vea Proiniic to '72 uneny wheras they venr 
ac a Perirduciture, 1507 an i way be only : Our 
neceſſities ali are rea cr wh not for the fave- 
L227 of our bogil, lives, but for preſervation of 
| the lives of our iminor% Louls, tat Gould be 
I $63, Thouſand £1925 tur Car TO ms 5 then 


4. 3 let 


- . 
: 4 


MT prepare thoroughly, come expeQtingly 
= and then attend diligently, and catch ny ever) 


* 


\ God's Houſe, will notably promote our profict- 


th at 
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word greedily, withal waiting for the breathc 
ing of the Spirit in an Ordinance, and we ſhal 
find that the King of Heaven is far more graci 
ous and bountiful than the Kings of 1fra 
were mercifal. ; 

8. Beware how you ſpend your Time after- 
ward . When men have been warmed in an 
Ordinance they had need fee that they do not 
catch cold. Watching after Hearing 1s as 
needfuLas Watching «#0 Hearing. It's noted 
of «he Thorny Hearers Lk, 8. 14. that when 
they bave heard thy 89 forth, and arc choa's witu 
Cares ard riches ard pleaſures, Many a precious 
Sermon is thus loſt. As they are like to get 
bur little-good by coming to the Houſe of God 
who come reaking out of their worldly occaſions 
without any pra-conſideration or preparation ; 
1 thy are like to loſe or Icfſen what they have 
£2 who ruſh into the world again withont 
2fter-conſideration of cr meditation 02 what 
they have mett with. The IWorld was ever a 
xreat Enemy to tie Word Communing with 
our Own Hearts and Diſconr*2g one with 
another about what we have heard and ſeen in 


encyunder ihe fame . 
When the Lord ſpake ſo Jond to Phargob Jn 
vere 4 a6 Sb ey” 
gnogh 
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that dreadful Judgment of the tu rning the Was"? VN 
ter Mmto Bloud, it is ſaid, Exod. 7. 24. that 
he turned and went into the houſe, and fo it never 
went to his Heart. Had he not turned away | 
| his eyes from, but kept them fixed 9» ghat ſo- 
lemn objeft, it might have reached his Heart: 
And thus often it proves; many a word, ma- | 
ny a Conviction, many a good Beginning is 
loſt in the Houſe. From God's [Houſe men 
turn into their own, and zhere in the Buſineſs 
of the Houſe, in the Cares and Pleaſures of the 
Houſe, in the Company of the Houle, in the 
v3tious Diverſions that they meet with there 
mY elſewhere, 2ll is loſt as tho' it had never 
cen , 


""j 


$© 


S 


A 


. 
B:” way of motive take 


A-fev: Conſiderations. 


1. Cconfder whether 'thy own Judgement 
and Conſcience be not conviftcd of the Truth, 
of - this Doctrine* Doth not Conſcience pro» 
claim aloud ( or at leaſt: ſecretly whiſper in 
thine ears ) that a!l this is is trne? Is not God - 
better than the world, and Communion with - 

» him than any worldly Gain? And then 1s 
it not b*trer tor thee to lock up thy. doores, 
ſhnex Vp thy ſrop, 22d oe to the Houſe of God 
in the {52fon of ir, {a and carry thy prople-, 


WY 
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+ With thee too, and if they gain thou wilt pain | 
too, if they gain not thou ſhalt not loſe be- 
cauſe thou haſt done thy Duty . Now if thou 
art convinced, think how it will look in an evil 
day, to have gone on in the negle(t of a duty of 
Which thou haſt been convinced, eſpecially ſo 
Profitable a duty as this- Thou mayſt pof. bly 
ſilence Conſcience for a while, but canſt not al- 
Waies,. it will one day cry like a travailing wo- 
man, and all the worldl\, Gain thou laſt gotten 
the while will not top the mouih of it. 
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2. Know that God will call us to a Reck6n- 
ang tor all the Opporiunitics that we have had, 
and for ail that we m:zht bace had, wirether 
we took tham or no. You {hall be accorntable 
uot only for all the ierinons you vv heard, buc 
alſo tor all thoſe that vou 4:44 have heard, 
and nothing hut a carnal, carelcks, vain, - carth-. 
Iy Heart kept you from. Eſpecially you rh-t 
have been idlzing, iting Nil, drinking, gams- 
iz &c. the while; God wul 2fiuredly fer you 
. down in his Book DUbitors ftr Tuch a Sermon, ' 

& ie will be ſure to reckon with you when the 
. Kooks come to be gpencd © Here is the Pro- 
vifion made, yJhe Table formitcd, your fclves 
anvitid, your Trepcoiicr laid, your } orticn Car- 
ved out for von, ovd vou wall pay whether | * 
you cat or 19; and 55 11 421 then beſſto at- 
, tend and take your {ire in ike Cain, Keing 
WW 2 93 
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©xphich hath b:cn hithgrto 1cit 1:5 Wgms-to be © 


. TW” 
Fon muſt bear your part of the Loſs ? 


* 3. Contempt of God's Houſe and the pre- | 
cious Ordinances of the ſame will be very griey- i 
ous and offenſive unto God, and ſuch nealede. L 
will be called Contempt. $A 

For God to ſet up his Houſe among'ns, and 2 
be at the charge of continving to us the » 
nances of the ſame, and yet for ns to deſpiſe +4 
and under vaiuc them will he highly provoke- «4 
ing, Indcel ir is fin that hzs ail other ſins in 
it, or attending on it. No duty-is well done if. 4 
this be omitteil: You cannot rightly ſerve- ©} 
God in your or? Houſes 17 you do not while 2 
and when you may, atntcid Hun in t&. | 


4. By this fin we provoke the Lord to ſhut $ 
up. the doorcs of his Houſe among, vs, to pluck 4 


up ſtakes ar be 5070 frem the miaſkt of us ,."F 


If you refuſe to hear, Ged may juſtly refſg 3; 
to ſreak, Excl1cl fiiati be made Cumb to a re- 


betious people. . Y 0 

Let us be zvr:nuKened, Cad ts threatening ta 
break up Houle #:mong ns, end if ever helali 
does, Our undervajumny of bis Hove will bs 35 
the eczule of ut. [iu 4 in Ced's Houſer Y 


ſhaken ord lon rud, the Lord look$1 it he” 
were de parting irum vs, there be many awviith 
| ©\'mproml 

X * 4 "Es 
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{Symptoms of his Departure, and woe wnto ws if 
* be. depart from us Hoſ. 9, 12. 4: 
| Our Father's Love to the 'Houſe of Gol 
# above their own houſes and all outward Con= 
+ cerns, Occaſioned the bringing of his Tabern- 
£acle into this Wilderneſs ; ſee that the coldneſs 
# Of our Aﬀetion thereto does not prevail with 
+ him to remove it again . There is a beginn- 
ing made among us alircady, JrdThent is begun 
= che Houje of God, let us take warning and 
Lxeceive. Inftruftion. the maſter of the Houſe 
F3s riſen from his place, and hath begun to ſhur 
 the,door, and if men either care not to came 
{30 or venture to come carelcfly in, he will ſhutr | 
7 It quite, | 
E - New-Englaid's Name and Glory has been | 
a8. abShammab | the Lord is there ] His 
© Honſe and Ordinance i a place give that name 
2 ro a place. But what if he ſhould take away 
| the Vineyard from us for our want of render- 
* Ig him the fruit of.it? Why then call them 
EZ Ebabod, for the Glory is departed from Iiracl. 
© The Glory of rhe Lord ſeems to be ſtanding at 
the Threſnold of the door. To Ibok npon 
© God and ſee him goivg, npon Ordimnces and 
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'T1!} there be no other remedy 2. Edrox. 36.155 
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Priviledves of the fame _ full bs 
miſerable people under Heaven: pn on ne by 
been (o pivot, {o none will be io" niſe 
ble as our ſelves. 

It forely aggravated Jeruſalen,s miſery”. 
the day of her Afﬀiftion Lam. 1.7. 
the Enemy mockt at her Sabbaths, and fr" 
makin * mock of SabbathaC which we do wh i 
we make a light matter of them, under-yalues 
get no good by them ) God may jultly leave Y 
Adverſary to mock ac our Sabbaths,, | 
the Lord hath been long threatening, *bot.n 4 
he is in the way of Execution oe en # f 
us to awake, and awaken one another. © X 
" And if it will be ſo birrcr ryemenber rhe xt 
things of God's houſe. whell they - be & Ks 
it not 'better to conſider them, love, bri 2 IP 
and improve them while they are m—_ | 
which they that do rightly ſhall never 
that Occalizona to remember them "oY 
are gone. 

God-.doth not eaſily give up, or dep: 

m a people that lic hath once viſibly and fi ig 

ally owned, no altho' he may obſerve a gx 
_ of ſin and backtliding among them» Ho 2 

8, 9. Where he has once builr his F | 
God delights to dwell, an ot for removi 


4 


164. 17- But if they cither Idolize the Rouſe g 
= (as Lragi did the Ark 1. Sam, Þ$ 4 


Tk) 
K and wanton by reaſon of it, as 
x ic 7 7. 8, »------- 12. or do not prize 
ought, nor make ſuch Returns as 
| hay be So but contrariwiſe profane and 
3 Then Goe to my place at Shjlo and ſee 
t1did to them, and.ſo will I doe to you. 

' Toe deeply humbled for, and haſten to the 
te 1 of of ſprinklivg for pardon and eleanſing of 
0k provoking Evils that have been .and 
1 770 andto get an up-railed Eſteem f& 
Altec who! + Pong of God is the only way in 

rye and aq9"46r drenp? 


| vs Wt bellare-Chacn Bother, 
>the Lord will exbibit a his.Gle- 
efo! be an ſolace himſelf wizh his Children * 
Wert Think what a fiveer time that wil 
"If *now ard{"1hen a Glimpſe of his oy 
fy takeing and raviſhing, what will near, 1 
int ow familiar, uninterrupted & endleſs F 
mr with Father and Son be ! If they be 
 dweil in this Hoſe, and ſhould 
ſc hingfgg3tbe fame?, hor will they 
b SB thar' for ever divell; in +#2c Hauſe? 
| nd wht fookdelic!:: ths, Malleiriahs will he e- * 
s: "Rd ply ſing b; thei: to wiom the Lines 
+l In Lal picaſa; t plac :, Y;hca they wet 
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be poſſeſſ*d of that Foodly Heritay 


where we now: are is-but Goo 
the Porch, the,Courts belongngaeM 
of Glory, what then is the pong 
Holy o Holics ! If a day in theſe & 
worth a FL rmoang how many Thounp 
Millions of dayes and years is2 8 
there worth ! If this place be fo beau 
Admireble, oh how Annjable i its Wy Iy 
place! Surcly it is gooehs 'dwetfitg 
obſcurer Glimpfes 
* be fo precious NS nya; whar o 
holding of him face to Face be tat 
Oh then prize this 
"that, and as the way that Ik 
attend upon God therein accore 
can experience. the Truth of” v 
expreſlies. And be we. well 2 
= will ſconeyor later give every 
Attender on him here juſt canſe tc 
| his hand and Seal to this gre =" 
'Fruth we day in thy. 
Houſe is better than & 
/ $ ; THOUS 4 ND. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. rf 


: 1 "There 15 intended for the Prefs a D; [coarſe T7 
Concerning the Perſon, Offices, and Glos |} 
Medita- 


ry of Jeſus Chrjit; being Sacr 
tions on Chriſt «by the Rey 
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56. MOODY, JOSHUA. A Practical Discourse concerning the 
Choice Benefit of Communion with God in His House, Witnessed unt6 
by the Experience of Saints as the best Improvement of Time. Being 
the Summe of several Sermons on Psal. 84.10. Preach'd in Boston on 
Lecture-Dayes. By Joshua Moody, Minister of the Gospel. (5 lines 
Quotation from Psal. 27 and 63.) 12mo, 8, 109, 1, 1, 1 pages. Boston: 
In New-England, Printed by Richard Pierce for Joseph Brunning, and 
are to be sold at his shop at the corner of Prison-Lane next to the 
Exchange, 1685. 


Excessively rare. No copy ever appeared at auction. 


